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Parashat Vayera   וירא  – Genesis 18:1-22:24  
Stone – p 78            Hertz – p 63              Etz Hayim – p 99 

 
Haftarah – Second Kings  4:1-37   מלכים ב  

Stone – p 1134            Hertz – p 76            Etz Hayim – p 12 
  
 
 

Kiddush luncheon is sponsored by  
the children of Barbara Mirowitz 

in her honor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Talmud Class—3:00 PM 
Minchah – 4:10 PM 

Seudah Sh'lishit 
Shabbat Ends – 5:30 PM      

 
 
 



TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION 
Rabbi Seth D Gordon – Rabbi.Gordon@yahoo.com 

Rabbi Ephraim Zimand z”l, Emeritus  
Marian S. Gordon, Executive Director – tradcong@sbcglobal.net 

 
DAILY SERVICE TIMES 

Shabbat—9:00 AM & 4:10 PM            
  Sunday—8:30 AM   

Monday—Thursday—7:00 AM & 6:30 PM       
Friday—7:00 AM & 5:45 PM     

                                       
Board of Directors: 

Elaine Farkas, President 
Paul Tesser, Executive Vice President 

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Marty Levy, Ritual Vice President 
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Chris Brown, Membership Vice President 

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 
Lori Tesser, Treasurer 
Mimi Levy, Secretary 

 
Past Presidents 

Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth, Cyndee Levy, Kenneth Bohm 
Members at Large: 

Steve Bell 
Stanley Estrin 

Shelah Feldman 
Bill Gold 

Gary Golden 
Ari Levy 

Carol Max 
Jerry Tullman 

Justin Zeid 
 

 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  
would like to receive membership information, please contact  

Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion –  Vayera 
Vayera eilav Hashem / And He appeared to him – Hashem  (18:1) 
In colloquial English the opening of our parashah should read, "And Hashem appeared to him [i.e. Avraham]…"  In Hebrew 
this would be Vayera Hashem eilav.  Hebrew sentences generally follow the order verb-subject-object.  This emphasizes the 
action over the actor, but links the two, with the object of the action trailing.  Artscroll translates our verse as above, to em-
phasize the unusual word order, verb-object-subject, used here.  This order joins the action to the object of action, linking 
them more closely than they would otherwise be.  In fact, Or haChaim points out that in all previous occasions when Hashem 
appeared to Avraham, the normal verb-subject-object order is used.  The emphasis is on Gd's speaking, rather than on Avra-
ham's receiving. 
 
   Why is this appearance different from all other appearances?  Here is what Or haChaim has to say: 
It seems that the Torah's intention is that it comes to inform us that Hashem was resting His Shechinah upon him so that he 
became a "chariot" for the Shechinah, for you find that our Sages of blessed memory stated (Bereshit Rabbah 82:6): The Pa-
triarchs are the chariot of the Shechinah.  This is what it means when it says: Vayera eilav Hashem; that Hashem revealed 
His Shechinah to him, [resting it on him continuously].  Therefore it states the word eilav ["to him"] immediately after 
Vayera before stating Hashem, to indicate that the Shechinah was now revealed upon Avraham [permanently].  This is some-
thing that would not have been understood had it said Vayera Hashem eilav for Hashem would have separated between the 
word for the revelation (Vayera) and the one upon whom the revelation was made (eilav). … For this reason you will find 
that vayera is no longer stated in any of the prophecies that were conveyed to Avraham after this point.  Rather [Torah says] 
Hashem said to Avraham for Hashem was always present before [Avraham] like a crown upon his head [and therefore there 
was no need to appear or call]. 
 
   Or haChaim goes on to associate this new level of spirituality with Avraham's being newly circumcised: 
[The verse] may also mean to teach us the following: That as a result of Avraham's performing the bris milah on himself 
Hashem now appeared to him with an all-encompassing light from on High, i.e., with a greater degree of prophetic clarity. 
For there are multiple levels with regard to the prophetic vision one can have of the Holy One, blessed be He, one level being 
higher than the one before it, and what [Avraham] was able to perceive through his new level of prophecy following his bris 
milah was a complete prophecy, one that was clearer and more comprehensive than what he had been able to perceive prior 
to his bris milah. This is what the verse informs us when it says, vayeira eilav Hashem, rather than using the more common 
expression, "vayeira Hashem eilav," that it means to say that what [Avraham] was now able to see in this "appearance" to 
him was "Hashem," i.e., the entire breadth of the exalted Four-Letter Name. 
 
   The four-letter Name of Gd is based on the root that means, "to be."  Thus Gd is, fundamentally, Pure Being, completely 
unified, abstract, transcendental to all the activity of creation.  What does it mean that "Avraham was now able to see … the 
entire breadth of the exalted Four-Letter Name"?  We already know (from last week's discussion) that Avraham kept the en-
tire Torah – i.e. he was able to intuit Gd's Will and act accordingly.  This, however seems to be a new spiritual level. 
 
   Perhaps we can understand it this way.  To intuit Gd's Will certainly requires an exalted level of consciousness, one unim-
peded by stress and strain in the soul and the nervous system.  Just as a rock dropped into a pond sends its ripples over the 
entire surface of the pond, so every action of ours has consequences for the whole of creation.  Creation is much too vast for 
our human intellect to fathom all the consequences of every action.  There is plenty of room for error in such a situation.  
However if the awareness is stationed at its most fundamental level, the level of Pure Being, the level from which all the laws 
of nature arise, then the infinite "computing power" of nature is spontaneously available to us, and our actions are fully in ac-
cord with Gd's Will. 
 
   This is a wonderful state of awareness, where unity is available to us constantly in our inner life.  Yet our perceptions are 
the same as before.  I think what Or haChaim is describing here is another stage of growth that is available to us: growth on 
the level of perception.  Perception normally is on the level of boundaries – we perceive things, and generally only the surface 
level of those things.  But just as we have levels to our existence and to our consciousness, so everything has layers of exis-
tence.  Even just on the physical level, objects are composed of molecules, which are composed of atoms, which in turn are 
composed of elementary particles, etc.  The ultimate level of everything is Pure Being,  When through a process of refinement 
of the mechanism of perception we recognize the same Pure Being in the object of perception that we experience in ourselves, 
the our entire life, inner and outer, is dominated by Unity, Wholeness.  I think this can fairly be described as seeing the entire 
breadth of the Four-Letter Name, the Name that represents wholeness.  Why this growth should be associated with brit milah 
I don't know – presumably it has to do with uncovering the inner layer of life that milah represents.  Perhaps when we get to 
some better level of consciousness we'll be able to understand it.   
 

Shabbat Shalom!  
Rafi Rabinoff 



CONTACT MARIAN TO  SCHEDULE  
YOUR DONATION APPOINTMENT: 

314-576-5230 or tradcong@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

Donors who give blood between Nov. 18 through Dec. 18 will receive a $5 
Amazon.com Gift Card* via email, sponsored by Suburban Propane.   

Blood donors must provide the American Red Cross with a working e-mail to 
receive this electronic promo code from Amazon.     

 

Wednesday, November 20:  Donate blood in the afternoon,  
schmooze and play in the evening!!  Done! 





 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 
Wednesday, November 20 American Red Cross Blood Drive at TradCong, 
2:00—7:00 PM.  Appointments are available every 15 minutes.  An email will be 
sent out so you can indicate which appointment you would like.  We also need 
several volunteers to help on the day of the drive—please let Marian know if 
you can help, tradcong@sbcglobal.net or 314-576-5230.  Thank you for helping 
to save lives! 
 
 
Wednesday, November 20 Schmooze & Games, 7:00 PM.  Mah jong, 
bridge, board games, snacks, fun with friends!  No charge, contact Dina for 
more info:  
dinarinder@icloud.com 
 
 
Thursday/Friday, Nov. 28-29 Office closed for Thanksgiving. 
 
 
Sunday, December 1  17th Annual Jewish Student Union (JSU) Gala 
honoring Michael & Leslie Litwack and Family, Dr. Stan & Jean Margul and Dr. 
Jeremy Buhler & Dr. Wendy Love Anderson.  5:00 PM at the Ritz Carlton.  For 
more information or to RSVP please contact Rabbi Mike Rovinsky @ 314-498-
6279 or visit jsustl.org.  
 
 
 
We’re looking for...YOU—to sponsor a Kiddush!  Call Marian, 314-576-5230 to 
reserve your date.   Not ready to sponsor but would like to help offset our Kid-
dush costs?  It’s easy —mail your donation to Traditional (note: Kiddush Fund in 
memo) or donate online at https://www.traditional-congregation.org/donate and 
select Kiddush Fund Donation.  Thank you! 

 
 
 

https://www.traditional-congregation.org 
 

 



 
PRAYER 

 
Be wise not only in words, but in deeds; 

mere knowledge is not the goal, action is. 
 

Know the God of your ancestors, and serve Him by your deeds. 
 

Let not your wisdom exceed your deeds, 
lest you be like a tree with many branches but few roots. 

 
If the thoughts of your heart be pure, 

it is likely that the works of your hand will be also. 
 

Accustom yourself to do good; 
before long it will become your greatest pleasure. 

 
Though it is not incumbent upon you to complete the work, 

you are also not free to desist from doing all you can. 
 

Judge people by their deeds, and you will not be led to false judgment. 
 

Say little and do much, for you are judged by your deeds. 
 

If you are wise and rich, 
let your good deeds reveal your wisdom and your wealth. 

 
Honor people for what they are; 

but honor them more for what they do. 
 

Honor people not for their possessions, 
but honor them for what use they make of them. 

 
Happy are they who are rich in good deeds, 

for they shall be honored in life 
and be remembered long afterwards for their goodness. 

           (Selected From The Talmud) 
 

 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

Some people miss the message because  
they are too busy checking the spelling. 

                                        Maynard C. Carney  

 


