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Parashat Shemot   שמות  Exodus 1:1-6:1  
Stone – p 292             Hertz – p 206           Etz Hayim p 317 

 
Haftarah Isaiah  29:22-23 ;27:6-28:13  ישעיה 

Stone – p 1146           Hertz – p 225        Etz Hayim p 343 
 
 

Kiddush is sponsored by Sisterhood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Talmud Class—3:15 PM 
Minchah – 4:30 PM 

Seudah Sh'lishit  
Shabbat Ends – 5:48 PM      

 
 
 
 
 



TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION 
Rabbi Seth D Gordon – Rabbi.Gordon@yahoo.com 

Rabbi Ephraim Zimand z”l, Emeritus  
Marian S. Gordon, Executive Director – tradcong@sbcglobal.net 

 
DAILY SERVICE TIMES 

Shabbat—9:00 AM & 4:30 PM            
  Sunday—8:30 AM   

Monday—Thursday—7:00 AM & 6:30 PM       
Friday—7:00 AM & 5:45 PM     

                                       
Board of Directors: 

Elaine Farkas, President 
Paul Tesser, Executive Vice President 

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Marty Levy, Ritual Vice President 

Florence Schachter, Education Vice President 
Chris Brown, Membership Vice President 

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 
Lori Tesser, Treasurer 
Mimi Levy, Secretary 

 
Past Presidents 

Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth, Cyndee Levy, Kenneth Bohm 
 

Members at Large: 
Steve Bell 

Stanley Estrin 
Shelah Feldman 

Bill Gold 
Gary Golden 

Ari Levy 
Carol Max 
Justin Zeid 

 
 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  

would like to receive membership information, please contact  
Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion – Shemot 
 

“He (Moses) turned this way and that, seeing no one about, he struck down the Egyptian and hid 
him in the sand.” 
 
A number of medieval commentators explain that Moses, in his prophetic wisdom, saw that no   
 person of significance or import, would ever stem in the future from the Egyptian before ,איש
him.  
 
This interpretation is concluded from the word choice of איש, person.  Makes sense. Until you re-
read the previous verse: 
 
“Some time after that when Moses had grown up, he went out to his kinfolk and witnessed their 
labors. He saw an Egyptian [person] beating a Hebrew [person], one of his kinsmen.” 
 
Wait a minute. There was another player in this story who is characterized with the same descrip-
tor  איש, person.  It is quite a stretch then to claim that the Egyptian was not a person, given that 
the same exact language describes him as that of Moses’ kinsmen. 
 
Perhaps, with the enormous caveat that I am not condoning nor promulgating punishment with-
out trial, Moses simply saw that nobody was going to do anything. Here was an Egyptian man 
powerfully beating a Jewish man. It would seem odd that this was happening in complete isola-
tion. Moses looked around to see if anyone was ready to save the Jewish slave’s life. Not was 
there anyone of significance or importance, but was there someone, anyone, willing to DO some-
thing of importance, that is, of saving someone’s life. 
 
The manner in which this story plays out makes sense given what we know about Moses. He 
doesn’t want to be a leader. He declines his position multiple times directly to God’s face. Moses 
looks desperately around for someone to do the right thing. To save this helpless slave. When he 
realizes that if he does not exercise leadership, nobody will, he moves forward with this damning 
act which leads to his exile. 
 
There are two important outcomes here. First, there is a message of humility. Being aware that 
we should scan the crowd to determine if, when, and most importantly, who is available to step 
up to the plate. It is only in the absence of other candidates, coupled with the heightened element 
of danger and risk, that Moses moves forward as he does. 
 
Second, the Egyptian task master is described as a person of significance. Moses buries him, 
even after he ended up killing him in his attempt to intervene. Respect of all people, even those 
who committed terrible wrongs, must always persevere. 
 
 

Shabbat Shalom,   
Dr. Sharon Weiss-Greenberg 

 
Dr. Sharon Weiss-Greenberg is the Director of Development and Communications for Eli Talks. 



Everyone—doctors, nurses and those with 
no medical training—is encouraged to at-

tend and learn how to save lives.  You 
never know when YOU may be in a situa-
tion to help someone in need.  Please reg-

ister ASAP by calling Marian, 314-576-
5230 or Marty Bell, 314-570-2370. 

REGI
STER

 NOW
! 





 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Sunday, January 19  Stop the Bleed Training, 10:00 AM   Conducted by a 
trauma nurse from Mercy, participants will  learn techniques of managing hemorrhage 
from injuries, particularly from gun shot trauma. This program was developed by the 
American College of Surgeons in response to the plague of gun violence affecting our 
country.  It is known that the number of fatalities from gunshot injuries could be re-
duced if uninjured persons were present who could manage and prevent ongoing 
hemorrhage, particularly from extremities, until professional responders arrive.  The 
class will last approximately one hour and will include hands-on instruction.  Open to 
all 18 and older—medical professionals as well as those with no prior medical training 
are encouraged to attend.  Lights refreshments will be provided.  No charge, but reg-
istration is required—RSVP to Marian, 314-576-5230 or tradcong@sbcglobal.net, or 
Security Chairperson Marty Bell, 314-570-2370 or bronxwasus@charter.net. 

Wednesday, January 22 Schmooze & Games, 7:00 PM 

Sunday, January 26  A Taste of Soup!  Everyone’s favorite annual dinner!  Meat 
soups, veggie soups, bread for dunking and dessert—come warm up with us!  $12pp, 
under 5 are free, $48 household max.  Walk-ins $14pp.  Send payment with names to 
Marian or register online at https://www.traditional-congregation.org/events 

Winter Clothing Drive for the Homeless Please help those in need by donating 
warm clothing, socks, underwear, coats/hats/gloves, blankets/pillows/linens, personal 
care items.  There is a donation bin in our lobby.  For more info, contact Jack Seigel,  
jseigel@jcrcstl.org 
 
Save the Date—February 21-23, 2020—Scholar in Residence with Rabbanit Bo-
nita Sussman, Rabbi Jerry Sussman and Rabbi Capers Funnye of Kulanu will dis-
cuss their work with emerging and returning Jewish communities around the world.  
Watch for details! 
 
Save the Date—Rededication Shabbat on March 7, 2020.  This year’s honorees are 
our adult women members who have read Haftarot and Megillot for our congregation.  
We want to make sure that all eligible women are included, so if you are 21 or older 
and have read haftarah or megilla for us, please let Marian know.  Thank you! 
 
 
We’re looking for...YOU—to sponsor a Kiddush!  Call Marian, 314-576-5230 to re-
serve your date.   Not ready to sponsor but would like to help offset our Kiddush 
costs?  It’s easy —mail your donation to Traditional (note: Kiddush Fund in memo) or 
donate online at https://www.traditional-congregation.org/donate and select Kiddush 
Fund Donation.  Thank you! 
 

https://www.traditional-congregation.org 
 



PRAYER                                                   
Supreme God, Your light is brighter than the sun, Your purity whiter than mountain snow. 

 
You are present wherever I go. 

 
All people of wisdom praise You. 

 
So we too put faith in all Your words, knowing that everything You teach is true. 

 
Neither humans on earth nor even the angels of heaven can  

know the perfection of Your wisdom, for it is beyond all understanding. 
 

Only Your spirit knows You; only You can know Your true self. 
 

You are the source of all being, the power  of all power,  the ruler of all creatures.   
So You alone understand what You are. 

 
In Your mercy reveal to us all that we need to know,  in order to find peace and joy. 

 
Tell us the truths that are necessary for the world in which we live. 

 
Show us how we can meditate upon You, learning  from You the wisdom that we need. 

                                                    Arjuna (Adapted) 
 

 
THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE 

What you possess in the world will be found at the day of your death to belong to 
someone else.  But what you are will be yours forever. 

                                                                            Henry Van Dyke 


