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Shabbat Parah 

 שבת פרה 
 
 

Parashat Ki Tissa  כי תשא  Exodus 30:11- 34:35  
Stone – p 484           Hertz – p 352           Etz Hayim – p 523 

 
Special Maftir – Numbers 19:1-22 

Stone – p 838       Hertz – p 652       Etz Hayim – p 880 
 

Haftarah – Ezekiel 36:16-38 
Stone – p 1216              Hertz – p 999          Etz Hayim – p 1287 

 
 
 

Kiddush is sponsored by Sisterhood 
 
 
 
 

 Talmud Class—5:15 PM 
Minchah – 6:30 PM 

Seudah Sh'lishit is sponsored by  
Leah & James Borden in memory of 

Leah’s mother, Marsha Puro 
Shabbat Ends – 7:48 PM  

 
     
 
 



TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION 
Rabbi Seth D Gordon – Rabbi.Gordon@yahoo.com 

Rabbi Ephraim Zimand z”l, Emeritus  
Marian S. Gordon, Executive Director – tradcong@sbcglobal.net 

 
DAILY SERVICE TIMES 

Shabbat—9:00 AM & 6:30 PM            
  Sunday—8:30 AM   

Monday—Thursday—7:00 AM & 6:30 PM       
Friday—7:00 AM & 6:30 PM     

                                       
Board of Directors: 

Elaine Farkas, President 
Paul Tesser, Executive Vice President 

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Marty Levy, Ritual Vice President 

Florence Schachter, Education Vice President 
Chris Brown, Membership Vice President 

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 
Lori Tesser, Treasurer 
Mimi Levy, Secretary 

 
Past Presidents 

Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth, Cyndee Levy, Kenneth Bohm 
 

Members at Large: 
Steve Bell 

Stanley Estrin 
Shelah Feldman 

Bill Gold 
Gary Golden 

Ari Levy 
Carol Max 
Justin Zeid 

 
 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  

would like to receive membership information, please contact  
Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion –  Ki Tissa 

“To err is human. To forgive, divine.” This week, God is divine as ever. God forgives the people, rees-
tablishing a covenant with them, after the dastardly and, well, close to unforgivable sin of the Golden 
Calf. But sometimes, God’s forgiveness stretches our religious imagination. After all, when God an-
nounces to Moshe (Moses), that God will destroy the Israelite people, is it not safe to assume that 
God’s decree is just? How can  משהjustify trying to talk God out of this decree? And yet,  משהdoes just 
that. 

In the Babylonian Talmud (Berachot 32a), Rava comments on the words of (Ex. 32:11): “and Moses be-
sought the Lord his God”. Rava says that God had made a vow to destroy the people, and that Moses 
would not stop praying until God rescinded. Rava uses a play on words, pointing out that the 
word vayichal (and Moses besought) is similar to the word “yachal, rescind,” where in Num. 30:3 we are 
told that one who makes a vow may not rescind. The Gemara explains about God: God does not re-
scind, but others can make God rescind. In this case, Moses’ prayers were enough to change the situa-
tion so that God would not destroy Israel. 

In Destination Torah (p. 65-66 on “”Until (or while) thy people pass . . . “), our teacher Hakham Isaac 
Sassoon discusses a piece of Talmud (Sanh. 98b) that states that there were certain miracles that were 
destined to be done on behalf of the Jewish people, but that the sins of the Jewish people stopped 
those miracles from happening. Hakham Sassoon writes: “. . . sin can cost a promisee his entitlement 
even to divine blessing. . . . How much more, then, must predictions of doom be seen as conditional, 
being liable to reversal as the Divine Justice sees fit. When Jonah prophesied, ‘In forty days Nineveh 
shall be overthrown’ (Jonah 3:4), from great to small his audience understood that if they repented they 
might yet avert the overthrow of the city.” 

We learn from this that although God’s will is immutable, our actions can change how God’s will oper-
ates. We can change God’s mind. All we need to do is to work to become more worthy of God’s graces. 

“To err,” is indeed human. And “to forgive” is divine. But in order for the divine to forgive, the human 
should first work to correct his or her error. Every year on the High Holidays – hopefully every day – we 
ask God for forgiveness. As well we should. But sometimes, we don’t spend enough time giving God a 
reason to forgive us. When we ask God to forgive us for our wrongdoing, do we also demand of our-
selves that we make right whatever we did wrong? When we recognize our failure to follow God’s To-
rah and mitzvot (commandments), do we redouble our efforts to fulfill those mitzvot? Maybe choose one 
more mitzvah that we can make a regular part of our lives? God’s capacity to forgive, God’s power to 
change God’s mind, is conditioned on our ability to change our own behavior! 

Return us, our Father, to Your Torah, draw us, our Sovereign, to Your worship. May we be privileged to 
always grow in our observance of Torah and fulfilling of mitzvot. And may our efforts be worthy of divine 
reward. 

Shabbat Shalom!   
Rabbi Noah Gradofsky 

 

Ordained by the UTJ’s Institute of Traditional Judaism in 2004, Rabbi Noah Gradofsky has remained a steadfast member, 
serving for years as a member of the UTJ Executive Board, the board of Morashah - UTJ's rabbinic fellowship - and as chair-

man of the UTJ conference committee.  He served as a full-time rabbi at Temple Israel in Long Beach, NY, for 6 years and 
has since served a number of synagogues on a contract basis.  He is also a full-time practicing attorney. 







 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Friday, March 13   Kabbalat Shabbat Services now at 6:30 PM 
 
 
Greater St. Louis Israel Bonds Event on Tuesday evening, March 24, 
2020 has been POSTPONED as a precautionary measure due to the 
coronavirus.  We will reschedule for a future time, better than ever! 
 
For the 30th year, we will assemble Mother's Day gift bags for women in 
shelters. Between now and April 19, please continue to bring in samples 
of personal care items (soaps, shampoos, toothbrushes/paste/floss, lo-
tions, cosmetics/fragrances, deodorants, feminine products, tissues, 
combs/brushes, etc.) and place them in the wicker basket near the office. 
Monetary contributions are also welcome so that we can purchase addi-
tional items.  For more information, contact Barbara Gaponoff Berson, 
314-740-3043. 
 
 
We’re looking for...YOU—to sponsor a Kiddush!  Call Marian, 314-576-
5230 to reserve your date.   Not ready to sponsor but would like to help 
offset our Kiddush costs?  It’s easy —mail your donation to Traditional 
(note: Kiddush Fund in memo) or donate online at https://www.traditional-
congregation.org/donate and select Kiddush Fund Donation.  Thank you! 
 
 

https://www.traditional-congregation.org 
 

 



 
PRAYER     

                                              
Among the many appetites of Man there is a craving after God. 

 
Among the many attributes of Man there is a talent for worshiping God. 

 
Jews who wandered in deserts beneath the stars  

knew their hearts were hungry for God. 
 

Jews who studied in candle-lit ghetto rooms thirsted longingly after God. 
 

But we who are smothered with comfort  
Sometimes forget to listen to God. 

 
Help us, O God, to recognize our need.   

To hear the yearning whisper of our hearts. 
 

Help us to seek the silence of the desert and the  
thoughtfulness of the house of study. 

 
Bless us, like our ancestors in ancient days, with the most precious gift:  

a sense of Thy presence. 
 

Brush us with the wind of the wings of Thy being,  
fill us with the awe of Thy holiness. 

 
We, too, will praise, glorify, and exalt Thy name. 

 
                                 Ruth F. Brin (adapted) 

 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

 Patience is not passive.   
On the contrary it is active; it is concentrated strength. 

 
   Edward G. Bulwer-Lytton 


