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       April 4, 2020                                                                        פ ‘‘י ניםך תש  

 
Shabbat Haggadol 

 שבת הגדול   
 

Parashat Tsav  צו – Leviticus 6:1-8:36  
Stone – p 568          Hertz – p 429            Etz Hayim—p 613                   

 
 

Haftarah – Malachi 3:4-24 
Stone – p 1220          Hertz – p 1005         Etz Hayim – p 1296 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Talmud Class—cancelled 
Minchah – cancelled 

Seudah Sh'lishit—cancelled 
Shabbat Ends – 8:08 PM  

 
     
 
 
 



TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION 
Rabbi Seth D Gordon – Rabbi.Gordon@yahoo.com 

Rabbi Ephraim Zimand z”l, Emeritus  
Marian S. Gordon, Executive Director – tradcong@sbcglobal.net 

 
DAILY SERVICE TIMES—all cancelled until further notice 

Shabbat—9:00 AM & 7:00 PM            
  Sunday—8:30 AM   

Monday—Thursday—7:00 AM & 6:30 PM       
Friday—7:00 AM & 6:30 PM     

                                       
Board of Directors: 

Elaine Farkas, President 
Paul Tesser, Executive Vice President 

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Marty Levy, Ritual Vice President 

Florence Schachter, Education Vice President 
Chris Brown, Membership Vice President 

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 
Lori Tesser, Treasurer 
Mimi Levy, Secretary 

 
Past Presidents 

Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth, Cyndee Levy, Kenneth Bohm 
 

Members at Large: 
Steve Bell 

Stanley Estrin 
Shelah Feldman 

Bill Gold 
Gary Golden 

Ari Levy 
Carol Max 
Justin Zeid 

 
 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  

would like to receive membership information, please contact  
Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion –  Tsar 
 

 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: Command Aaron and his sons, saying: This is the law of the burnt-offering: it 
is that which goes up on its firewood upon the altar all night unto the morning; and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning 
thereby. And the priest shall put on his linen garment, and his linen breeches shall he put upon his flesh; and he shall take up 
the ashes whereto the fire hath consumed the burnt offering on the altar, and he shall put them beside the altar.  And he shall 
put off his garments, and put on other garments, and carry forth the ashes without the camp unto a clean place.  And the fire 
upon the altar shall be kept burning thereby, it shall not go out; and the priest shall kindle wood on it every morning; and he 
shall lay the burnt-offering in order upon it, and shall make smoke thereon the fat of the peace-offerings.  Fire shall be kept 
burning upon the altar continually; it shall not go out. (6:1-6) 
 
 Or haChaim begins his exposition with a long discussion of some of the halachic aspects of our passage, what may go 
up to the altar and what may not, what may stay on the altar even if it's brought up improperly, and what must be brought back 
down, etc.  He then turns to a more hidden, allegorical meaning.  He describes how the passage hints at the process of exile and 
redemption.  The passage is quite long and I'll just quote some representative sections. 
According to the approach of remez ("hints"), the entire passage alludes to the final exile, in which we find ourselves, to com-
fort our tormented souls, for the soul of every Jew refuses to be comforted upon seeing how long the exile has lasted [RAR: 
starting with the destruction of the 2nd Temple in the year 3828, or 1952 years ago]. 
 
 Although Or haChaim goes on and bemoans many of the purely physical aspects of the exile – including the pogroms, 
inquisitions and holocausts – it seems to me that it is the exile of the soul with which he is primarily concerned.  The exile is 
painful to the soul, even in cases where physical conditions are good, because the essence of the exile is estrangement from 
Gd, and this, obviously, is felt most by the soul.  In those cases where the body's comfort anaesthetizes the soul to the point 
where it doesn't feel that it is in exile, Hashem generally arranges enough bodily discomfort to wake us up. 
 
 This is the teaching of the one that ascends [RAR: ha-olah = literally "the ascender"] – the verse uses the word "this" to 
exclude all other ascents from exile, for there is no ascent like this one.  It then goes on to clarify to whom this is referring – it 
says it is the one that has already ascended [that is, the Jewish people, who already ascended from Egyptian exile]. 
… [and it goes on to describe "the one who ascends" as being] on the flame, on the Altar.  This refers to two characteristics of 
the Jewish people.  The first is that we are learned in Torah … and the second is that we are afflicted by exile, suffering and 
poverty. 
 
 Or haChaim here refers to two well-known ideas: that Torah study saves one from negativity, and that suffering atones 
(the way the Altar allows us to atone for our sins by bringing offerings). 
 
    In these few paragraphs I am certainly not going to be able to deal with the issue of why Gd allows us to suffer, espe-
cially the righteous among us.  However, Torah does tell us that suffering comes from violation of Gd's Will.  We believe that 
Gd wants the universe to function in a specific way, towards specific ends, which we cannot grasp with our human intellect.  If 
what we do moves creation in this progressive direction, we experience happiness; if otherwise, we experience suffering.  If 
there is enough violation of Gd's Will in society it may be that the society as a whole suffers, the righteous along with the 
wicked.  The Sages express it thus: "When the destroyer is given free rein, he makes no distinctions."  The reaction is in the 
nature of a corrective for the distortion or dislocation that is created by improper behavior.  If this distortion is great enough, 
the reaction is correspondingly great, and everyone suffers.  An example from today's headlines – in one day a few days ago 
(mid-March 2020) 60 Italian doctors died of the coronavirus they had been so heroically battling. 
 
   How does Torah study protect us?  As we have argued on a number of occasions, Torah is structured in the transcendent.  
It is a record of the most fundamental laws of creation – an expression of Gd's Will.  On the surface, it tells us how to behave 
so we will not violate Gd's Will and thereby create suffering.  Real Torah study, however, is supposed to go much deeper than 
simply an intellectual understanding.  We need to internalize Torah, to make Torah ours.  The way we can do that is to bring 
the awareness to the transcendental field where Torah actually resides.  This internalization of Torah allows us to act spontane-
ously in accordance with Gd's Will, because it is imbibed in the very structure of our awareness.  And, as in the opposite case, 
if enough of the people have this kind of awareness, they will create a society in which everyone will be uplifted to a level of 
harmony and happiness.  And I think this is the great "ascent" that Or haChaim is describing, an ideal society in which suffer-
ing is a thing of the past. 
 
    Our verse concludes: all night until the morning.  The night is the time of the darkness of exile, ignorance and separation 
from Gd.  The morning is a time of light, awakening into total knowledge and closeness to Gd.  The more we can do to inter-
nalize Torah, the shorter and less difficult will be the night, and the quicker we will emerge into the light of Gd.  

Shabbat Shalom!  Rafi Rabinoff 



We are looking at options for our Mother's Day Gift Bags for this year - we 
will keep you updated re: Assembly Day.  

In the meantime, please keep collecting items! 



ST. LOUIS (KMOV.com) -- Here is a list of the 
COVID-19 testing sites in the St. Louis metro 
area. 
Remember you need to be screened before you 
can be tested at these sites. 
 
Testing requirements in St. Louis County have 
also loosened, they are no longer based on 
whether someone recently traveled and are 
based on symptoms: 
 

Close contact of a COVID patient WITH symptoms. 
High risk (age or underlying medical condition) WITH symptoms. 
Hospitalized WITH symptoms. 
 
St. Louis County 

Chesterfield Mercy Virtual Care Center at 15740 S Outer Forty Road. Be-
fore getting a test, you need to call Mercy’s COVID-19 Clinical Support 
Line at 314-251-0500. 
 
St. Luke’s Hospital in the parking lot between the Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 
P. Desloge, Jr. Outpatient Center, Building B and St. Luke’s Resource 
Center, which is across Highway 141 from the main hospital campus. It 
will be open from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. every weekday. Patients are asked to 
call ahead by dialing 314-966-9107 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday - 
Friday or by going to stlukes-stl.com. 

St. Louis County also has several numbers that residents can call if they 
believe they need a test for COVID-19. A phone number is listed for every 
region in St. Louis County, and are meant to properly expedite the testing 
process. 

Residents of North County: (314) 653-5000 
Residents of Mid County : (314) 747-3000 
Residents of West County: (314) 251-0500 
Residents of South County: (314) 966-9666 
 
Testing will start on April 1 and will be held from Weds-Sunday from 9 am 
- 4 pm. To pre-register, call 855-724-1653. That line will become active on 
Monday. 

 



If you have overpurchased non-perishable Pesach food, please consider 
bringing items that you won’t use to the Harvey Kornblum Jewish Food 
Pantry, 10601 Baur Blvd.  If the building is closed, leave items near the 

door.  (No glass containers, please.) 

PESACH CANDLELIGHTING TIMES 
 

Wednesday, April 8  7:13 PM  
Thursday, April 9  8:14 PM 
Friday, April 10   7:14 PM 
 
Tuesday, April 14  7:18 PM 
Wednesday, April 15 8:19 PM 



PRAYER     
                                        

Each day is a lifetime in miniature. 
To awaken each morning is to be born again, to fall asleep 

at night is to die to the day. 
 

In between waking and sleeping are the golden hours of the day. 
 

What we cannot do for a lifetime we can do for a daytime. 
 

“Anyone,” wrote Robert Louis Stevenson, “can live sweetly,  
patiently, lovingly, purely, till the sun goes down.” 

 
Anyone can hold his/her temper for a day and guard the words s/he speaks. 

 
Anyone can carry his/her burden heroically for one day. 

 
Anyone can strive to be happy for a day and to spread happiness around. 

 
Anyone can radiate love for a day. 

 
Anyone can rise above fear for a day and meet each situation with courage. 

 
Anyone can be kind and thoughtful and considerate for a day. 

 
Anyone can endeavor to learn something new each day  

and mark some growth. 
 

When we fail and fall short, let us forgive ourselves and 
consider the words of Emerson: 

 
“Finish every day and be done with it.  Tomorrow is a new day; 

you will begin it well and serenely and with too high a spirit 
to be cumbered by your old nonsense.” 

 
Let us live a day at a time and remember that tomorrow is another day. 

                Wilfred A. Peterson 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

There are no menial jobs; anything that needs to be done is important. 
     Cheryl Jinx Haas 


