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 שבת הגדול   

Parashat Tsav צו – Leviticus 6:1-8:36 
Stone – p 568          Hertz – p 429            Etz Hayim—p 613

Haftarah – Malachi 3:4-24 
Stone – p 1220          Hertz – p 1005         Etz Hayim – p 1296 

Motzei Shabbat/Erev  Pesach—candles after 7:53 PM 

1st Day Pesach 
Exodus 12:21-51 – p 1123; Stone p 354; Hertz p 257; Etz Hayim p 385 

Maftir: Numbers 28:16-25 - p 1124; Stone p 892; Hertz p 695; Etz Hayim p 931 
Haftarah: Joshua 5:2-6:1; 6:27 – p 1125; Stone p 1221; Hertz p 1009; Etz Hayim p 1300 

2nd Day Pesach  
Leviticus 22:26-23:44 - p 1126; Stone p 680; Hertz p 518; Etz Hayim p 723 

Maftir: Numbers 28:16-25 – p 1124; Stone p 892; Hertz p 695; Etz Hayim p 931 
Haftarah: II Kings 23:1-9; 21-25 – p 1128; Stone p 1222; Hertz p 1012; Etz Hayim p 1304 
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Rabbi Seth D Gordon – Rabbi.Gordon@yahoo.com 

Rabbi Ephraim Zimand z”l, Emeritus  
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DAILY SERVICE TIMES—until further notice 
Sunday—8:30 AM   
Tuesday—6:30 PM 
Thursday—7:00 AM  
Shabbat—9:30 AM        

Board of Directors: 
Kenneth H. Bohm, President 

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Marty Levy, Ritual Vice President 

Florence Schachter, Education Vice President 
Chris Brown, Membership Vice President 

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 
Lori Tesser, Treasurer 
Mimi Levy, Secretary 

Past Presidents 
Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth,  

Cyndee Levy, Elaine Farkas 

Members at Large: 
Steve Bell 

Stanley Estrin 
Shelah Feldman 

Bill Gold 
Gary Golden 

Ari Levy 
Carol Max 
Justin Zeid 

 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  
would like to receive membership information, please contact  

Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



IN THIS WEEK’S PARASHAH—Tzav 

This week is Shabbat HaGadol – The Great Shabbat, so named because it is the Shabbat before Pesach, and a time to prepare spiritu-
ally, intellectually and emotionally for this festival. 

The Dubner Maggid, one of our great sages from 19th century Eastern Europe, asks a very simple question about Pesach, which necessi-
tates taking a step back and re-examining everything we thought we understood about the festival. 

He asks: What are we thanking God for? The Dubner Maggid, famous for his analogies, gives the following parable to illustrate his ques-
tion: Suppose you break your arm, God forbid, and a doctor sets the bones, puts it in a cast, and helps you make a full recovery. You would be 
grateful and give thanks to the doctor. But, what if it was the doctor who broke your arm in the first place? Would you still be grateful to him for 
healing you? 

The analogy is clear. Why, asks the Dubner Maggid, should we express gratitude to God on Pesach if He put us into slavery in the first 
place? We were not taken as slaves by an invading army. We had been in the Land of Israel and God orchestrated a series of events that saw 
Jacob and his family land up in Egypt. Remember, Joseph was sold, then there was a famine, and Jacob and his family went down to Egypt and 
were reunited with him. And even on the way down to Egypt, when Jacob hesitated and expressed certain reservations, God reassured him and 
told him to press on – that this was part of the plan and that He would be with him. God had even foretold the plan to Abraham in the famous vi-
sion of the ‘Covenant Between the Pieces’: “Your children will be strangers in a land that is not theirs. They will be enslaved and oppressed.” 

Clearly, this was God’s plan from the beginning. And if He put us into slavery in the first place, why do we thank Him for taking us out of it? 
This question strikes at the very heart of Pesach. And the Dubner Maggid offers the following extraordinary answer: On Seder night, we 

give thanks to God not only for our freedom, but for the slavery! Because it was the slavery that forged us into a nation; it was the slavery, along 
with the resulting freedom, that made us into the Jewish people, that prepared us for receiving the Torah at Mount Sinai, changing the course of 
human civilisation. 

This is why we eat the maror, the bitter herbs, representing slavery, on Seder night. We don’t suppress the bitterness, we discuss it, in 
some ways we even celebrate it – because it was part of the process of becoming a great nation. The structure of the Haggadah is revealing. As 
designated by the Talmud, it begins with the negative, the fact that we were slaves in Egypt, and concludes with the positive, the triumph of our 
liberation – because it’s all one story, and it has to be told in its entirety. It’s all a part of who we are. 

Our slavery was a prerequisite for receiving the Torah, and it prepared us in two ways. Firstly, our faith in God was strengthened because 
of the incredible miracles that accompanied our liberation. These miracles – the 10 plagues, the splitting of the sea – were only necessary be-
cause we had been in slavery. We see this explicitly in this verse: God says (Exodus 10:1-2): “I have made him [Pharaoh] and his advisors stub-
born, so that I will be able to demonstrate these miraculous signs among them. You will then be able to tell your children and grandchildren how I 
did awesome acts with the Egyptians, and how I performed miraculous signs among them. You will then fully realise that I am God.” 

Secondly, suffering itself can have a purging effect. At times, people go through tremendous difficulties, but they emerge from them 
stronger, elevated, transformed almost beyond recognition. So, too, the Jewish people emerged from the unimaginable hardships of the Egypt 
experience purified and much closer to God. This idea is captured in a magnificent image later on in the Torah, in the verse which describes how 
Moses, Aaron, and the 70 elders were on Mount Sinai and saw a vision from God, in the form of “brickwork of sapphire and like the essence of the 
heavens for purity”. (Exodus 24:10) What was this mysterious “brickwork of sapphire”? 

The answer is the key to unlocking the meaning of the Egypt experience. The Jerusalem Talmud explains that this brickwork, which lay 
directly beneath the Heavenly Throne, represented the bricks and mortar with which the Jewish people had been forced to build during their en-
slavement. It was a sign of God’s solidarity with the Jewish people, that God remembered their pain and was with them in their suffering. 

This concept is encapsulated in a beautiful verse in Psalms: “I am with him in his suffering”. (Psalms 91:15) When we undergo great diffi-
culties and suffering, through it all, God is with us; He feels our suffering and the brickwork of our pain lies beneath His Heavenly Throne. 

Rav Zalman Sorotzkin, one of our great sages of the previous century, asks: If the purpose of showing them the sapphire brickwork was to 
demonstrate that He was with the Jewish people throughout the painful Egyptian slavery, why did God only show them this vision on Mount Sinai, 
after they had been liberated? If He wanted to convey His solidarity while they were in pain, He should have done so during their enslavement? 

Rav Sorotzkin explains that with the sapphire brickwork, God was showing them what they had achieved while they were in Egypt, how 
they were elevated now that they had come out on the other side. The sapphire, as it says in the verse, was “like the essence of the heavens for 
its purity”. It represents the refinement and spiritual greatness they achieved during their slavery, and that a person can attain, with pain, the cata-
lyst for that transformation. 

While they were enslaved, it was possible that the Jewish people thought their pain and suffering was empty; in their minds, they were 
simply working with bricks and mortar, and they could not see the higher purpose. When they reached Mount Sinai, however, they realised that, in 
retrospect, their suffering – along with their faith, their prayers, their growing connection to God and the tremendous miracles they had witnessed 
– had refined them and made them great; had forged them into a people who merited to receive the revelation of Torah.

Through their unrelenting pain and suffering, their blood, sweat and tears as they worked with bricks and mortar, they were actually build-
ing the heavenly sapphire brickwork – which, in turn, reflected their greatness. 

We see that Pesach is not just about liberation, it’s about the process leading up to it. This is an important lesson for life: sometimes we go 
through very difficult times and we may feel that the suffering is empty. But, even as we suffer, there is a process of growth taking place, we are 
becoming greater people and getting closer to God. We are building incredible heavenly edifices of merit in the next world, which,  

Pesach is about acknowledging the heavenly brickwork of greatness that the Jewish people built during their slavery in Egypt in prepara-
tion to receive the Torah on Mount Sinai. 

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein 
Rabbi Goldstein is the Chief Rabbi of South Africa 



PESAOH CAINDlE IUGHTING & SHOJilOE TIIMIES 
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Sunday, April 4. 
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FLORENCE GAPONOFF 
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• women's shelters.! This is often the only gift they receive for 
Mother's Day. and they are so grateful! 

There are 3 ways to participate in this mitzvah: 
1) Make a monetary donation (payable to the Chesed Fund)

so that items can be purchased 
2) Bring toiletries & personal care items (in bags) and leave

them on the table outside of the Ad min entrance 

� 
� 

3) 
H
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ay. Apri l 25

Questions? Contact Barbara Gaponoff Berson. 314-740-3043 

Trad itiona I Congregation 
12437 Ladue Road, STL MO 63141 

314-576-5230

tradcong@sbcglobal.net 

www.traditional-congregation.org 



March 26, 
2021: 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
begins at  
6:30 PM 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsceygqDssGdQ-95Nf4Cyv3Q2T-bcc4Ehy
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsc-usqDssEtFJi9fF5vvDzY_bgldPuDkq
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ld-utpzMuH9Hel3qtg2d2S1Nyt5G3EEhY


PRAYER

Each day is a lifetime in miniature. 
To awaken each morning is to be born again, to fall asleep 

at night is to die to the day. 

In between waking and sleeping are the golden hours of the day. 

What we cannot do for a lifetime we can do for a daytime. 

“Anyone,” wrote Robert Louis Stevenson, “can live sweetly,  
patiently, lovingly, purely, till the sun goes down.” 

Anyone can hold his/her temper for a day and guard the words s/he speaks. 

Anyone can carry his/her burden heroically for one day. 

Anyone can strive to be happy for a day and to spread happiness around. 

Anyone can radiate love for a day. 

Anyone can rise above fear for a day and meet each situation with courage. 

Anyone can be kind and thoughtful and considerate for a day. 

Anyone can endeavor to learn something new each day  
and mark some growth. 

When we fail and fall short, let us forgive ourselves and 
consider the words of Emerson: 

“Finish every day and be done with it.  Tomorrow is a new day; 
you will begin it well and serenely and with too high a spirit 

to be cumbered by your old nonsense.” 

Let us live a day at a time and remember that tomorrow is another day. 
Wilfred A. Peterson 

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE 

There are no menial jobs; anything that needs to be done is important. 
Cheryl Jinx Haas 




