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Parashat Lech Lecha   לך לך   Genesis 12:1-17:27  

Stone – p 54          Hertz – p 45            Etz Hayim – p 69 

 

Haftarah – Isaiah 40:27-41:16  ישעיה  

Stone – p 1133             Hertz – p 60           Etz Hayim – p 95 

  

 

 

 

Kiddush is sponsored by Sisterhood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Talmud Class—3:00 PM 

Minchah – 4:15 PM 

Seudah Sh'lishit 

Shabbat Ends – 5:36 PM      
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DAILY SERVICE TIMES 

Shabbat—9:00 AM & 4:15 PM            

  Sunday—8:30 AM   

Monday—Thursday—7:00 AM & 6:30 PM       

Friday—7:00 AM & 5:45 PM     
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Paul Tesser, Executive Vice President 
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Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 

Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 

Lori Tesser, Treasurer 

Mimi Levy, Secretary 

 

Past Presidents 

Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth, Cyndee Levy, Kenneth Bohm 

Members at Large: 

Steve Bell 

Shelah Feldman 

Bill Gold 

Gary Golden 

Ari Levy 

Carol Max 

Jerry Tullman 

Justin Zeid 

 
 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  

would like to receive membership information, please contact  
Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion –  Lech Lecha 

Chapter 16 of Sefer Breishit packs a wallop in its few, terse verses.  The self-contained story can be summarized thusly: 

 Sarai has been barren during ten years of marriage; Sarai offers Hagar, her ‘servant’, to Abram as a surrogate; Abram agrees; Sarai 

[literally] takes Hagar to a reluctant yet acquiescent Abram; Hagar conceives immediately; some bad blood develops between wife 

and surrogate; Sarai complains to Abram, who defers to Sarai’s decision; Sarai treats Hagar so poorly that Hagar flees into the desert    

Hagar encounters an Angel who (i) instructs Hagar to return, (ii) blesses her; (iii) prophecies the birth of a son; and (iv) commands 

that she name the boy Ishmael; Hagar returns to Abram, gives birth to the son, who is named …. Ishmael 

 

 Let’s work backwards.  The Torah tells us that it was Abram who bestowed the name upon the child.  One midrash questions why 

Sarai didn’t name the boy, just as Rachel (later) names the children born of Jacob and Rachel’s servant, Bilhah.  After all, the Hagar-

Abram union was also merely a surrogacy contract:  And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has restrained me from bearing; 

please come to my handmaid; perhaps I will be built up from her.” 
 The midrash answers that Sarai, out of jealousy, abandoned her right to name the child.  I cannot help but wonder if this anecdote is 

connected with the episode – also in our parsha – where Abram allowed Sarai to be taken captive into Pharaoh’s palace.  So dehumanized 

was Sarai that neither Pharaoh nor anyone in his court refers to her by name.  She is mere chattel.  Even her husband diminishes her iden-

tity by making her pretend that she is his sister rather than his partner. 

 While Abram left Egypt a wealthy man as a result, Sarai seems to have emerged from the palace a bold and bitter 

woman.  Henceforth she would not be taken against her will.  In fact, she would do the taking:  So Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the 

Egyptian, her handmaid, at the end of ten years of Abram’s dwelling in the land of Canaan, and she gave her to Abram her husband for a 

wife. 
 Perhaps Sarai learned the wrong lesson while being held captive.  She left the palace determined to be the strong head of the house-

hold.  She could have drawn upon the fears and anger she experienced while under Pharaoh’s control.  She could have felt a sisterhood 

connection with Hagar.  Both were, after all, foreign woman forced into sexual union without the power to say ‘no’.  Because she learned 

the wrong lesson from her forced captivity, Sarai was not kind to Hagar.  It didn’t help matters that Hagar felt and acted a little big smug. 

 Yet another midrash (quoted by Rashi) adduces from Abram’s naming the child that he was indeed a prophet since he ‘divined’ the 

name intended for the boy.  The eleventh century scholar Radak takes a more ‘Earthly’ approach.  Without quite rejecting the notion that 

Abram acted independently and therefore prophetically, Radak surmises that Hagar surely told Abram that the angel instructed her to 

name the child Ishmael.  Radak’s version is significant in that it highlights the shifting power dynamics between Abram, Sarai, and Ha-

gar.  Hagar starts out as the servant who lacks the power to make fundamental choices about her own body.  The child that is implanted 

within her is the offspring of Abram and Sarai.  Hagar is transformed by her encounter with the angel.  She is blessed.  She returns, feeling 

powerful enough to tell Abram about her new status as a prophetess, and ‘maternal’ enough to tell Abram what to name her son.  

 The act of naming is an act of supreme power.  Back in Breishit, God starts the process of naming things, thereby establishing His 

control.  Says the Chizkuni:  God, Blessed be He, named six things: Light, Darkness, Heaven, Earth, Days, Mankind.  These things man 

cannot name. 

 A short while later, God allowed Adam to name everything else:  And the Lord God formed from the earth every beast of the field 

and every fowl of the heavens, and He brought [it] to man to see what he would call it, and whatever the man called each living thing, that 

was its name.  And man named all the cattle and the fowl of the heavens and all the beasts of the field, but for man, he did not find a help-

mate opposite him. 

 In these verses, The Torah lets us know that God retains ultimate control over the heavens and earth, time, and space.  But God 

anointed us as His emissaries on Earth, who protect the world, guard it, and even subdue it.  And God blessed them, and God said to them, 

“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and rule over the fish of the sea and over the fowl of the sky and over all the 

beasts that tread upon the earth.” 

 The power of mankind over the world is symbolized in Adam’s naming the objects in his treasury.  Similarly, parents demonstrate 

their power over their newborn (and over anxious relatives with strong opinions and preferences) by choosing their child’s name. 

 Hagar started out as the property of Sarai, then of Abram.  But with God’s Help and Love, she finds her footing and her voice.  She 

even convinces Abram what to name her son.  She is, after all, Ishmael’s mother! 

 The rift between Sarai and Hagar does not heal, and more trouble lies ahead for the complicated blended family.  In time, though, 

Sarai also receives God’s Blessing of motherhood. 

 It is no coincidence that before this could happen, Sarai would have to shed her own name and embrace a new identity.  And it is 

also part of the continuing irony of Torah that when that time comes to name her son, Sarah plays only a supporting role.  When Sarah 

overheard the prophecy that she was to give birth, she laughed.  The laughter, however, was embarrassment rather than joy:  And Sarah 

laughed within herself, saying, “After I have become worn out, will I have smooth flesh? And also, my master is old.” 

 Sarah had long ago let go of her dream of motherhood, and she was concerned that her new ‘family way’ would be a source of 

scorn and derision.  She feared the shame that she would be the ‘laughing stock’ of the ancient Near East.  Her laughter was not a happy 

one. 

 Why then was he called Isaac?  Because Abraham, too, laughed.  But his laughter emanated from the profound joy that God’s 

Promises were coming true. 

 Now we can appreciate Abraham’s transformation too.  He started out as the man who felt so guilty about his role in the Sarah/

Pharaoh episode that he relinquished all power (including voicing an opinion) in his marriage, even when it came to Hagar.  Yet he too 

finally found his voice in the form of laughter.  These changes in personality were reflected in the change of their names! 

 Abraham helped Sarah look at the world afresh and to see God’s miraculous Powers with hope.  Slowly she let go of the pain of her 

past traumas.  Slowly they forgave each other.  And together, Abraham and Sarah embarked on a new chapter in their lives that would 

make them a father and mother, and ultimately our patriarch and matriarch. 

Shabbat shalom, 

Rabbi Jeffrey Miller 



CONTACT MARIAN TO  SCHEDULE  
YOUR DONATION APPOINTMENT: 

314-576-5230 or tradcong@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

Donors who give blood between Nov. 18 through Dec. 18 will receive a $5 
Amazon.com Gift Card* via email, sponsored by Suburban Propane.   

Blood donors must provide the American Red Cross with a working e-mail to 

receive this electronic promo code from Amazon.     
 

Wednesday, November 20:  Donate blood in the afternoon,  

schmooze and play in the evening!!  Done! 





 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Wednesday, November 13 Mother’s Day Chesed Project Planning Meeting, 
7:00 PM.  All are welcome.  For info contact Barbara Gaponoff Berson, 314-740-
3043. 
 
Thursday, November 14  General Board Meeting, 7:00 PM 
 
Shabbat, November 16  SURPRISE Kiddush luncheon is sponsored by the 
Levison Family in honor of the birthday of Barbara Mirowitz.    
 
Wednesday, November 20 American Red Cross Blood Drive at TradCong, 
2:00—7:00 PM.  Appointments are available every 15 minutes.  An email will be sent 
out so you can indicate which appointment you would like.  We also need several vol-
unteers to help on the day of the drive—please let Marian know if you can help, trad-
cong@sbcglobal.net or 314-576-5230.  Thank you for helping to save lives! 
 
Wednesday, November 20 Schmooze & Games, 7:00 PM.  Mah jong, bridge, 
board games, snacks, fun with friends!  No charge, contact Dina for more info:  
dinarinder@icloud.com 
 
Monday, November 11  Veterans Day Celebration, 9:30—11:00 AM at the Mi-
rowitz Center (8 Millstone Campus Drive, Creve Coeur - Covenant II Cahn Family 
Building).  Sponsored by the Mirowitz Center in conjunction with the St. Louis Jewish 
War Veterans Post 644, Veterans Home Care and the Kaufman Fund. The program 
will include an address by Missouri Senator Jill Schupp and a panel discussion by 
three recent participants on their experiences on an Honor Flight. FREE and open to 
everyone.  Please RSVP to 314-733-9813.  
 
Sunday, December 1  17th Annual Jewish Student Union (JSU) Gala honor-
ing Michael & Leslie Litwack and Family, Dr. Stan & Jean Margul and Dr. Jeremy 
Buhler & Dr. Wendy Love Anderson.  5:00 PM at the Ritz Carlton.  For more informa-
tion or to RSVP please contact Rabbi Mike Rovinsky @ 314-498-6279 or 
visit jsustl.org.  
 
We’re looking for...YOU—to sponsor a Kiddush!  Call Marian, 314-576-5230 to re-
serve your date.   Not ready to sponsor but would like to help offset our Kiddush 
costs?  It’s easy —mail your donation to Traditional (note: Kiddush Fund in memo) or 
donate online at https://www.traditional-congregation.org/donate and select Kiddush 
Fund Donation.  Thank you! 

 
https://www.traditional-congregation.org 

 

 

http://jsustl.org/
https://www.traditional-congregation.org/donate
https://www.traditional-congregation.org


 

PRAYER 
 

 

I am a Jew because Judaism asks every possible 

sacrifice of my soul. 

 

I am a Jew because wherever there are tears 

and suffering the Jew weeps. 

 

I am a Jew because the message of Judaism 

is the oldest and the newest. 

 

I am a Jew because, for the Jew, the world is 

not finished; human beings will complete it. 

 

I am a Jew because, for the Jew, humanity is 

not fully created; mortals are creating it. 

 

I am a Jew because, above the individual,  

Judaism places the oneness of God. 

 

              Edmund Fleg (adapted) 
 

 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

To try is to risk failure.  But risk must be taken, because the greatest hazard 

in life is to risk nothing.  The person who risks nothing does nothing, has noth-

ing, and is nothing.  He may avoid suffering and sorrow, but he simply can-

not learn, feel, change, grow, live, or love.  Chained by his addictions, he’s 

a slave.  He has forfeited his greatest trait, and that is his individual free-

dom.  Only the person who risks is free.       

                                 

                 Leo Buscaglia 

 

 
 

 
             


