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Parashat Vayigash   ויגש   Genesis 44:18-47:27  
Stone – p 250       Hertz – p 169       Etz Hayim – p 274 

 
Haftarah Ezekiel  37:15-28  יחזקאל     

Stone – p 1144      Hertz – p 178       Etz Hayim – p 291 
 
 
 

Kiddush is sponsored by Sisterhood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Talmud Class—3:00 PM 
Minchah – 4:15 PM 

Seudah Sh'lishit  
Shabbat Ends – 5:34 PM      

 
 
 
 
 



TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION 
Rabbi Seth D Gordon – Rabbi.Gordon@yahoo.com 

Rabbi Ephraim Zimand z”l, Emeritus  
Marian S. Gordon, Executive Director – tradcong@sbcglobal.net 

 
DAILY SERVICE TIMES 

Shabbat—9:00 AM & 4:15 PM            
  Sunday—8:30 AM   

Monday—Thursday—7:00 AM & 6:30 PM       
Friday—7:00 AM & 5:45 PM     

                                       
Board of Directors: 

Elaine Farkas, President 
Paul Tesser, Executive Vice President 

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Marty Levy, Ritual Vice President 

Florence Schachter, Education Vice President 
Chris Brown, Membership Vice President 

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 
Lori Tesser, Treasurer 
Mimi Levy, Secretary 

 
Past Presidents 

Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth, Cyndee Levy, Kenneth Bohm 
 

Members at Large: 
Steve Bell 

Stanley Estrin 
Shelah Feldman 

Bill Gold 
Gary Golden 

Ari Levy 
Carol Max 
Justin Zeid 

 
 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  

would like to receive membership information, please contact  
Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion –  Vayigash 
 

 In our parsha, Joseph does something unusual. Revealing himself to his brothers, fully aware that they will suffer shock and then guilt as they 
remember how it is that their brother is in Egypt, he reinterprets the past: “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be 
distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two years now there 
has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no ploughing and reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a rem-
nant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of 
his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.” (Gen. 45:4-8) 
 This is markedly different to the way Joseph described these events when he spoke to the chief butler in prison: “I was forcibly carried off from the 
land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing to deserve being put in a dungeon” (Gen. 40:15). Then, it was a story of kidnap and injustice. 
 Now, it has become a story of Divine providence and redemption. It wasn’t you, he tells his brothers, it was God. You didn’t realise that you were 
part of a larger plan. And though it began badly, it has ended well. So don’t hold yourselves guilty. And do not be afraid of any desire for revenge on my 
part. There is no such desire. I realise that we were all being directed by a force greater than ourselves, greater than we can fully understand. 
 Joseph does the same in next week’s parsha, when the brothers fear that he may take revenge after their father’s death: 
 “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the 
saving of many lives. (Gen. 50:19-20) 
 Joseph is helping his brothers to revise their memory of the past. In doing so, he is challenging one of our most fundamental assumptions about 
time, namely its asymmetry. We can change the future. We cannot change the past. But is that entirely true? What Joseph is doing for his brothers is 
what he has clearly done for himself: events have changed his and their understanding of the past.  Which means: we cannot fully understand what is 
happening to us now until we can look back in retrospect and see how it all turned out. This means that we are not held captive by the past. Things can 
happen to us, not as dramatically as to Joseph perhaps, but nonetheless benign, that can completely alter the way we look back and remember. By ac-
tion in the future, we can redeem the past. 
 A classic example of this is the late Steve Jobs’ 2005 commencement address at Stanford University, that has now been seen by more than 40 
million people on YouTube. In it, he described three crushing blows in his life: dropping out of college, being fired by the company he had founded – Ap-
ple, and being diagnosed with cancer. Each one, he said, had led to something important and positive. 
 Dropping out of college, Jobs was able to audit any course he wished. He attended one on calligraphy and this inspired him to build into his first 
computers a range of proportionally spaced fonts, thus giving computer scripts an elegance that had previously been available only to professional print-
ers. Getting fired from Apple led him to start a new computer company, NeXT, that developed capabilities he would eventually bring back to Apple, as 
well as acquiring Pixar Animation, the most creative of computer-animated film studios. The diagnosis of cancer led him to a new focus in life. It made 
him realise: “Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone else’s life.” 
 Jobs’ ability to construct these stories – what he called “connecting the dots” – was surely not unrelated to his ability to survive the blows he suf-
fered in life.[1] Few could have recovered from the setback of being dismissed from his own company, and fewer still could have achieved the transfor-
mation he did at Apple when he returned, creating the iPod, iPhone and iPad. He did not believe in tragic inevitabilities. Though he would not have put it 
in these terms, he knew that by action in the future we can redeem the past. 
 Professor Mordechai Rotenberg of the Hebrew University has argued that this kind of technique, of reinterpreting the past, could be used as a 
therapeutic technique in rehabilitating patients suffering from a crippling sense of guilt.[2] If we cannot change the past, then it is always there holding us 
back like a ball and chain around our legs. We cannot change the past, but we can reinterpret it by integrating it into a new and larger narrative. That is 
what Joseph was doing, and having used this technique to help him survive a personal life of unparalleled ups and downs, he now uses it to help his 
brothers live without overpowering guilt. 
 We find this in Judaism throughout its history. The Prophets reinterpreted biblical narrative for their day. Then came Midrash, which reinterpreted 
it more radically because the situation of Jews had changed more radically. Then came the great biblical commentators and mystics and philosophers. 
There has hardly been a generation in all of Jewish history when Jews did not reinterpret their texts in the light of the present tense experience. We are 
the people who tell stories, and then retell them repeatedly, each time with a slightly different emphasis, establishing a connection between then and now, 
rereading the past in the light of the present as best we can. 
 It is by telling stories that we make sense of our lives and the life of our people. And it is by allowing the present to reshape our understanding of 
the past that we redeem history and make it live as a positive force in our lives.   I gave one example when I spoke at the Kinus Shluchim of Chabad, the 
great gathering of some 5000 Chabad emissaries from around the world. I told them of how, in 1978, I visited the Lubavitcher Rebbe to ask his advice on 
which career I should follow. I did the usual thing: I sent him a note with the options, A, B or C, expecting him to indicate which one I should follow. The 
options were to become a barrister, or an economist, or an academic philosopher, either as a fellow of my college in Cambridge or as a professor some-
where else. 
 The Rebbe read out the list and said “No” to all three. My mission, he said, was to train Rabbis at Jews’ College (now the London School of Jew-
ish Studies) and to become a congregational Rabbi myself. So, overnight, I found myself saying goodbye to all my aspirations, to everything for which I 
had been trained.  The strange thing is that ultimately I fulfilled all those ambitions despite walking in the opposite direction. I became an honorary barris-
ter (Bencher) of the Inner Temple and delivered a law lecture in front of 600 barristers and the Lord Chief Justice. I delivered Britain’s two leading eco-
nomics lectures, the Mais Lecture and the Hayek Lecture at the Institute of Economic Affairs. I became a fellow of my Cambridge college and a philoso-
phy professor at several universities. I identified with the biblical Joseph because, so often, what I had dreamed of came to be at the very moment that I 
had given up hope. Only in retrospect did I discover that the Rebbe was not telling me to give up my career plans. He was simply charting a different 
route and a more beneficial one. 
 I believe that the way we write the next chapter in our lives affects all the others that have come before. By action in the future, we can 
redeem much of the pain of the past. 

Shabbat Shalom, 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks 

 



Everyone—doctors, nurses and those with no medical training—is en-
couraged to attend and learn how to save lives.  You never know when 
YOU may be in a situation to help someone in need.  Please register 
ASAP by calling Marian, 314-576-5230 or Marty Bell, 314-570-2370. 





 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Tuesday, January 7  Fast of 10th of Tevet 
 
Shabbat, January 11  Kiddush is sponsored by Jean & Stanley Estrin in honor 
of their 38th anniversary. 
 
Sunday, January 19  Stop the Bleed Training, 10:00 AM   Conducted by a 
trauma nurse from Mercy, participants will  learn techniques of managing hemorrhage 
from injuries, particularly from gun shot trauma. This program was developed by the 
American College of Surgeons in response to the plague of gun violence affecting our 
country.  It is known that the number of fatalities from gunshot injuries could be re-
duced if uninjured persons were present who could manage and prevent ongoing 
hemorrhage, particularly from extremities, until professional responders arrive.  The 
class will last approximately one hour and will include hands-on instruction.  Open to 
all 18 and older—medical professionals as well as those with no prior medical training 
are encouraged to attend.  Lights refreshments will be provided.  No charge, but reg-
istration is required—RSVP to Marian, 314-576-5230 or tradcong@sbcglobal.net, or 
Security Chairperson Marty Bell, 314-570-2370 or bronxwasus@charter.net. 

Sunday, January 26  A Taste of Soup!  Everyone’s favorite annual dinner!  Meat 
soups, veggie soups, bread for dunking and dessert—come warm up with us!  $12pp, 
under 5 are free, $48 household max.  Walk-ins $14pp.  Send payment with names to 
Marian or register online at https://www.traditional-congregation.org/events 

Winter Clothing Drive for the Homeless Please help those in need by donating 
warm clothing, socks, underwear, coats/hats/gloves, blankets/pillows/linens, personal 
care items.  There is a donation bin in our lobby.  For more info, contact Jack Seigel,  
jseigel@jcrcstl.org 
 
Save the Date—February 21-23, 2020—Scholar in Residence with Rabbanit Bo-
nita Sussman, Rabbi Jerry Sussman and Rabbi Funnye Capers of Kulanu will dis-
cuss their work with emerging and returning Jewish communities around the world.  
Watch for details! 
 
Save the Date—Rededication Shabbat on March 7, 2020.  This year’s honorees are 
our adult women members who have read Haftarot and Megillot for our congregation.  
We want to make sure that all eligible women are included, so if you are 21 or older 
and have read haftarah or megilla for us, please let Marian know.  Thank you! 
 
We’re looking for...YOU—to sponsor a Kiddush!  Call Marian, 314-576-5230 to re-
serve your date.   Not ready to sponsor but would like to help offset our Kiddush 
costs?  It’s easy —mail your donation to Traditional (note: Kiddush Fund in memo) or 
donate online at https://www.traditional-congregation.org/donate and select Kiddush 
Fund Donation.  Thank you! 
 

https://www.traditional-congregation.org 



 
PRAYER 

                                                            
 Is everyone awake?  

It’s morning, and we are alive, 
So awake and give thanks. 

Give thanks for your children 
 And for your friends, 
But remember also 

 Those who are sad and ill. 
 

Thanks. 
Thanks to You who lives eternally, 

 For this small slice of eternity – today. 
Today is here and I am alive. 

Thanks. 
 

Every morning we lean our arm awhile 
Upon the window sill of Heaven 

And gaze upon our God. 
 

Then, with the vision of our heart 
We turn aside to meet the day. 

 
                              (adapted from a variety of sources) 

 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE  
 

Manners are like the zero in arithmetic; they may not be much in them-
selves, but they are capable of adding a great deal to the value of every-
thing else. 

 
                                                              Freya Madeline Stark 

           


