
TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION 
12437 Ladue Rd, St Louis MO  63141 

www.traditional-congregation.org 
314-576-5230         tradcong@sbcglobal.net      

Affiliated with the 
 Union for Traditional Judaism 

Rabbi Seth D Gordon 
Rabbi Ephraim I Zimand z”l, Emeritus 

 

Shabbat Bulletin 
 

 
       July 25, 2020                                                         פ    ‘‘ד אב תש     

 
 

Parashat Devarim – Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22   דברים 
Stone – p 938            Hertz – p 736           Etz Hayim – p 981 

 

Haftarah – Isaiah 1:1-27  ישיעהו 
(3rd of The Three Weeks) 

Stone – p 1195           Hertz – p 750         Etz Hayim – p 1000 
 
 

Talmud Class—cancelled 
Minchah – cancelled 

Seudah Sh'lishit—cancelled 
Shabbat Ends – 9:01 PM  

 
 

DAILY SERVICE TIMES—until further notice 
Sunday—8:30 AM   
Tuesday—6:30 PM 
Thursday—7:00 AM  

Shabbat—9:30 AM beginning August 1  
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 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  

would like to receive membership information, please contact  
Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion –  Devarim 
 

 I instructed Yehoshua at that time, to say, "Your eyes have seen everything that Hashem, your Gd, has done to 
these two kings; so will Hashem do to all the kingdoms where you cross over." (3:21) 
"At that time" is after (a) the defeat of Sichon and Og, the Amorite kings on the east bank of the Jordan and (b) after the 
deal is struck with the tribes of Reuven and Gad and they are apportioned the lands of the Amorite kings, rather than 
land on the west side of the Jordan.  The deal, of course, required them to send their soldiers to participate in the con-
quest of the land, which they agreed to do (and which agreement they fulfilled, as recorded in the book of Yehoshua). 
     Or haChaim questions why Moshe waited until after the Reuvenites and Gadites were on board with send-
ing their troops before giving his charge to Yehoshua.  Apparently Moshe was concerned that it would look to Yeho-
shua that Moshe was not confident of Gd's protection and was looking to the mighty warriors of the two trans-Jordanian 
tribes to help seal the victory.  Or haChaim learns the passage differently: 
The Torah therefore stated the passage of I instructed Yehoshua right after the passage regarding the arming of the 
tribes of Gad and Reuven saying, "Do not think that you would need the might of soldiers who gird themselves for bat-
tle and allow fear to enter your heart, for you will not need natural warfare at all, for Hashem will vanquish your ene-
mies.  This is what [Moshe] meant when he goes on to say for Hashem, your Gd – "He" shall wage war for you.  … 
    Or haChaim continues on the next part of the verse: 
In this statement Moshe included the reason for his instruction to the tribes of Gad and Reuven to cross over the Jor-
dan with the Jewish people, because just as Hashem has done to the two kings of the Amorite [RAR: Sichon and Og] so 
will Hashem do to all the kingdoms etc.  Therefore you must enter into those battles with the same amount of merit that 
you possessed in the battles against Sichon and Og, so that you will be worthy of having Hashem wage war on your 
behalf.  Just as in the case of the two kings of the Amorite, all twelve tribes of Israel were together, so too on the other 
side of the Jordan, all of the tribes must assemble, armed, before Hashem.  And that is why Moshe commanded the 
tribes of Gad and Reuven to cross over armed to the obligatory war [against the Canaanites].  … for the merit of 
twelve tribes is not the same as the merit of nine-and-a-half tribes. 
    I once read a book of military history where a number of great generals were asked what they thought was the 
most significant battle in history.  The first one in the book was the "battle" of Sencheiriv against Jerusalem (approx 
701 BCE) described in the second book of Kings.  Gd sent an angel who caused confusion in the massive Assyrian 
camp, causing all 185,000 soldiers to flee in panic.  The general commented that this was the first time in history that a 
battle was not won on the basis of the strength of the army, but by its moral standing. 
    This is exactly the point that Moshe is making to the Jewish people.  The battles to be fought would not be won 
by might of arms, for the Jewish people was neither especially strong nor especially numerous.  Gd was going to do the 
battling, just as He did in Egypt.  The only difference was that in Egypt the Jewish people was passive and Gd struck 
the Egyptians with the plagues and the splitting of the sea.  In the Land of Israel, they would have to go through the mo-
tions of making war, with the knowledge that the outcome depended entirely on Gd, and what Gd did depended not on 
their skill at waging war, but on their skill at living in accord with Gd's Will. 
    Or haChaim points out that there is another layer to this consideration.  The nation is made up of sub-units, the 
tribes, and each sub-unit has something irreplaceable to add to the whole.  Each tribe has its own unique set of traits, 
even, according to the Sages, its own style of prayer that is uniquely suited to those traits.  In other words, each of the 
tribes has its own collective consciousness, and the collective consciousness of the nation as a whole is made up of the 
collective effect of the collective consciousness of each of the tribes, as it expresses itself and interacts with the other 
tribes. 
    Most significantly, for the nation to be whole, all the tribes must be present and functioning in their full capacity.  
As Or haChaim expresses it, "…the merit of twelve tribes is not the same as the merit of nine-and-a-half tribes."  As an 
analogy, think of a woven fabric that is whole.  All the threads are there, interlocked with one another, and the fabric is 
strong.  If even one thread pulls out, the whole fabric is in danger of unraveling.  The collective consciousness of a na-
tion is like one of Buckminster Fuller's famous "tensegrity" structures, where each piece supports every other piece.  
Our continued weakness as a people can perhaps be traced to the loss of the 10 Northern Tribes, and that, of course, can 
be traced to the breakup of the unity of Israel, and that can be traced to the social disintegration caused by the abandon-
ment of Torah. 
    History is littered with the shards of powerful armies of great empires that have been defeated by much smaller 
forces with high morale and strong unit cohesion – think of the Maccabees or the American revolutionaries or the 
Spartans at Thermopylae.  Israel's War of Independence is another miraculous example.  Moshe is teaching Yehoshua, 
and us, that our success is dependent on our integrity, and our integrity is dependent on our faithfulness to Gd and to 
His Torah.  

Shabbat Shalom!   
Rafi Rabinoff 



We have resumed in‐person services on a limited basis! 
Sundays, 8:30 AM 
Tuesdays, 6:30 PM 
Thursdays, 7:00 AM 

Shabbat morning beginning August 1—9:30 AM 
 

Please be sure to send in your signed waiver. 
 

Pre‐registration is required for Shabbat— 
info will be sent out the Monday prior. 





PRAYER  
 

If I forget you, O Jerusalem, May my right hand forget its cunning. 
 

May my tongue cleave to my mouth, if I remember you not,  
If I set not Jerusalem above my greatest joy. 

 
God will arise and have compassion upon Zion,  

For it is time to be gracious unto her. 
 

God builds up Jerusalem;  
He gathers together the dispersed of Israel. 

 
He will make her wilderness like Eden,  

And her desert like the garden of God. 
 

Joy and gladness shall be found therein,  
Thanksgiving and the voice of melody. 

 
The ransomed of God shall return,  

And come singing unto Zion. 
 

They shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them;   
They shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof. 

 
They shall abide in peaceful inhabitations,  

In safe dwellings, and in quiet resting places. 
 

Zion shall be redeemed through justice,  
And they that dwell there through integrity. 

 
Then shall Zion be saved,  

And Jerusalem shall dwell in safety. 
 

For out of Zion shall go forth Torah,  
And the word of God from Jerusalem. 

                                                         Biblical Verses 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE 
Every generation thinks its problems are unique and potentially fatal.  
And yet every generation has survived to the next.   

                                               Carl Sagan  


