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December 21, 2019                                                          פ ‘‘כג כסלו תש  

 
Parashat Vayeshev  וישב  Genesis 37:1 - 40:23   

Stone – p 198      Hertz – p 141     Etz Hayim – p 226 
 

Haftarah  Amos  3:8 - 2:6  עמוס  
Stone – p 1142       Hertz – p 152      Etz Hayim – p 247 

 
 
 

Kiddush luncheon is sponsored by 
Elaine & Eric Farkas 

in memory of Eric’s father, 
Michael Farkas 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Talmud Class—3:00 PM 
Minchah – 4:15 PM 

Seudah Sh'lishit  
Shabbat Ends – 5:24 PM      

 
 
 



TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION 
Rabbi Seth D Gordon – Rabbi.Gordon@yahoo.com 

Rabbi Ephraim Zimand z”l, Emeritus  
Marian S. Gordon, Executive Director – tradcong@sbcglobal.net 

 
DAILY SERVICE TIMES 

Shabbat—9:00 AM & 4:15 PM            
  Sunday—8:30 AM   

Monday—Thursday—7:00 AM & 6:30 PM       
Friday—7:00 AM & 5:45 PM     

                                       
Board of Directors: 

Elaine Farkas, President 
Paul Tesser, Executive Vice President 

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Marty Levy, Ritual Vice President 

Florence Schachter, Education Vice President 
Chris Brown, Membership Vice President 

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 
Lori Tesser, Treasurer 
Mimi Levy, Secretary 

 
Past Presidents 

Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth, Cyndee Levy, Kenneth Bohm 
 

Members at Large: 
Steve Bell 

Stanley Estrin 
Shelah Feldman 

Bill Gold 
Gary Golden 

Ari Levy 
Carol Max 
Justin Zeid 

 
 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  

would like to receive membership information, please contact  
Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion –  Vayeshev 
 
And Yisrael said to Yosef, "Your brothers are pasturing in Shechem, are they not?  Go, I will send you to them." (37:13) 
Was Ya'akov clueless about Yosef's fraught relationship with his brothers?  Wasn't it foolhardy of him to send Yosef to 
them, in a venue where they could do him harm?  Actually, Ya'akov was making use of a Rabbinic principle: someone on 
the way to do a mitzvah (or actually involved in doing a mitzvah) is not subject to harm.  Or haChaim explains: 
Moreover, I am sending you for a mitzvah purpose, i.e., that you should go on my mission and thus fulfill the mitzvah of 
honoring your father, and this, too, will protect you, for people sent to perform a mitzvah are not harmed (Pesachim 8b)…  
Ya'akov] now explains the mitzvah mission that he was to perform. [The mission was to look into the welfare of his broth-
ers.]  He further said, and bring me back word, even though Yosef would surely have done so in any case, because he 
thereby officially tasked [Yosef] with a mission to bring him back an answer. In this way, Yosef would be protected from 
harm even according to the view (ibid.) that the principle that people sent to perform a mitzvah are not harmed applies 
only while they are going to perform the mitzvah, but not while they are on their way back, after the mitzvah has been com-
pleted. 
    Of course, we see that in fact Yosef was harmed – in fact he was almost killed!  Or haChaim proposes several expla-
nations: 
 1 Any event that seems negative, but ultimately leads to good, is not considered harm.  Yosef is sold as a slave, but 
rises to be viceroy of Egypt, the ancient world's superpower.  Further, Yosef used his position to benefit the Jewish people 
(i.e. his family) and Egypt as well, not to mention the surrounding world. 
 2.  Ya'akov told Yosef to find his brothers in Shechem.  When they weren't there, Yosef went looking for them else-
where, which was not what he had been sent to do.  Yosef, of course, interpreted his instructions as being to find his broth-
ers and see to their welfare, and that Ya'akov was only pointing out where they were likely to be found.  Apparently Yosef's 
interpretation of his mission was too broad.  Or haChaim speculates that Ya'akov saw with prophetic vision that Yosef 
would be safe only as far as Shechem, and therefore limited the scope of his command.  Gd, who needed to get Ya'akov and 
his family to Egypt, made sure that Yosef would misinterpret his father's words. 
 3.  Although one is protected from harm while on a mitzvah mission, this does not apply to likely harm.  If you try 
climbing a rickety ladder to do some mitzvah (cleaning your elderly neighbor's gutters), you're still likely to fall from that 
ladder.  Nature is just set up that way.  We don't rely on miraculous salvation – who knows if we're worthy of a miracle?! 
    Furthermore, and this is perhaps the more salient point, Gd "prefers" to minimize miracles.  The world ('olam) is a 
cloak that keeps Gd "hidden" (ne'elam) behind the scenes.  Our challenge is to recognize Gd in every particle of creation.  
Miracles actually interfere with this process, so Gd only pulls them out in cases of dire necessity.  It's up to us to take nor-
mal precautions as we go about our business. 
    Apparently Ya'akov misjudged the level of the brothers' hatred of Yosef and thought that his coming to harm was not 
very likely.  In point of fact, Yosef was saved by a miracle – Torah records that the pit into which the brothers threw him 
was "empty, there was no water in it."  If the pit was empty, doesn't that imply there was no water?  The Rabbis answer, 
there was no water, but there were snakes and scorpions, and it was from these that Gd miraculously saved Yosef. 
 4. There is another important consideration here, and that is the brothers' free will.  The question is, can a person be 
harmed by another person, even if that harm was not decreed by Gd to happen?  How much free will do we actually have?  
On the one hand, the Sages tell us that one does not so much as stub one's toe without its having been decreed from on high 
(Chullin 7b).  On the other hand, human beings certainly have free will, or the Torah would not constantly exhort us to 
choose to do Gd's Will.  To paraphrase Rambam (Maimonides), all of the rewards and punishments of the Torah would 
make no sense if people weren't free to choose their course of action. 
    Gd does not want automata – they are no fun, they cannot grow, they are predictable.  Therefore, He lets our free will 
go, and adjusts things behind the scenes to create the ultimate outcome He desires.  Or haChaim says it this way on the 
verse Reuven heard and he rescued them from their hand (37:21): "… man possesses free choice and will, and he can kill 
someone who was not sentenced to death [by Heaven]… This is what it says from their hand – from the hand of a human 
being who possesses free choice." 
    Just as one can argue that Gd had other ways of getting Yosef to Egypt had the brothers not "cooperated" by selling 
him, so did Gd have other ways of educating Yosef rather than having him be an Egyptian slave for 13 years.  In other 
words, there are many ways by which Gd's Will can be fulfilled.  Our choices may determine the specific path creation 
takes to its fulfillment, including how comfortable the ride is going to be for us, but at the end of the day, Gd's goal for us 
will be reached. 
    What is a mitzvah mission?  It is action in accord with Gd's Will, action that furthers Gd's plan for creation, which is 
the evolution of harmony and happiness.  When we are partners with Gd, no harm can ever befall us!  
 

Shabbat Shalom!   
Rafi Rabinoff 







 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Sunday, December 22 Chanukah Party!  First night of Chanukah!! Enjoy a delicious salmon 
dinner including drinks (hard & soft), latkes and dessert.  The fun begins at 6:30 PM, $21/
person, register online at https://www.traditional-congregation.org/events or contact Marian, 
tradcong@sbcglobal.net or 314-576-5230.  Looking for volunteers to set up and cook—if 
you can help, please contact Elaine, 954-5588-1159. 
 
Shabbat, December 28 Kiddush is sponsored by Judy & Stan Becker in honor of their 55th 
anniversary. 
 
Sunday, January 19 Stop the Bleed Training, 10:00 AM   Conducted by a trauma nurse 
from Mercy, participants will  learn techniques of managing hemorrhage from injuries, particu-
larly from gun shot trauma. This program was developed by the American College of Surgeons 
in response to the plague of gun violence affecting our country.  It is known that the number of 
fatalities from gunshot injuries could be reduced if uninjured persons were present who could 
manage and prevent ongoing hemorrhage, particularly from extremities, until professional re-
sponders arrive.  The class will last approximately one hour and will include hands-on instruc-
tion.  Open to all 18 and older—medical professionals as well as those with no prior medical 
training are encouraged to attend.  Lights refreshments will be provided.  No charge, but regis-
tration is required—RSVP to Marian, 314-576-5230 or tradcong@sbcglobal.net, or Security 
Chairperson Marty Bell, 314-570-2370 or bronxwasus@charter.net. 

Sunday, January 26 A Taste of Soup!  Everyone’s favorite annual dinner!  Meat soups, 
veggie soups, bread for dunking and dessert—come warm up with us!  $12pp, under 5 are 
free, $48 household max.  Walk-ins $14pp.  Send payment with names to Marian or register 
online at https://www.traditional-congregation.org/events 

Winter Clothing Drive for the Homeless Please help those in need by donating warm 
clothing, socks, underwear, coats/hats/gloves, blankets/pillows/linens, personal care items.  
There is a donation bin in our lobby.  For more info, contact Jack Seigel,  jseigel@jcrcstl.org 
 
Did you know...that you can purchase Chanukah-themed forever stamps at the post office?!  
We encourage you to buy them so that the PO will continue to carry them. 
 
Save the Date—February 21-23, 2020: Scholar in Residence with Rabbanit Bonita Suss-
man, Rabbi Jerry Sussman and Rabbi Funnye Capers of Kulanu will discuss their work with 
emerging and returning Jewish communities around the world.  Watch for details! 
 
Save the Date—Rededication Shabbat on March 7, 2020.  This year’s honorees are our adult 
women members who have read Haftarot and Megillot for our congregation.  We want to make 
sure that all eligible women are included, so if you are 21 or older and have read haftarah or 
megilla for us, please let Marian know.  Thank you! 
 
We’re looking for...YOU—to sponsor a Kiddush!  Call Marian, 314-576-5230 to reserve your 
date.   Not ready to sponsor but would like to help offset our Kiddush costs?  It’s easy —mail 
your donation to Traditional (note: Kiddush Fund in memo) or donate online at https://
www.traditional-congregation.org/donate and select Kiddush Fund Donation.  Thank you! 
 
If you’ve not yet made a High Holyday pledge—it’s not too late.  Please communicate your 
pledge or send your donation to the office.  Thank you for your support! 

 
https://www.traditional-congregation.org 



 
PRAYER                                                        

 
When all within is dark, 

And former friends misprise; 
  

From them I turn to You, 
And find love in Your eyes. 

  
When all within is dark, 
And I my soul despise; 

  
From me I turn to You, 

And find love in Your eyes. 
  

When all Your face is dark, 
And Your just angers rise; 

  
From You I turn to You, 

And find love in Your eyes. 
  

                                                                  Israel Abrahams 
                                                   (based on Ibn Gabirol) 

  
  
   
  

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE  
  

 “Time is something that cannot be bought, it cannot be wagered 
with God, and it is not in endless supply. Time is simply how you live 
your life.” 

 
                                                  Craig Sager, a sports columnist who  

                                     died after a long struggle with cancer 
 

             


