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Shabbat Hachodesh 

 שבת החדש
 
 

Parashat Vayakhel Pekudei – Exodus 35:1-40:38 ( פקודי-ויקהל(    
Hertz – p 373          Stone – p 516         Etz Hayim – p 552 

Special Maftir – Exodus 12:1-20 
Stone – p 348                 Hertz – p 253           Etz Hayim – p 380 

 
! חזק חזק ונתחזק  

Chazak chazak v-nit’cha’zek!    
May we be strong and strengthen each other! 

 
Haftarah – Ezekiel 45:16-46:18 

Stone – p 1218              Hertz – p 1001         Etz Hayim – p 1291 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Talmud Class—cancelled 
Minchah – cancelled 

Seudah Sh'lishit—cancelled 
Shabbat Ends – 7:54 PM  

 
     
 
 



TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION 
Rabbi Seth D Gordon – Rabbi.Gordon@yahoo.com 

Rabbi Ephraim Zimand z”l, Emeritus  
Marian S. Gordon, Executive Director – tradcong@sbcglobal.net 

 
DAILY SERVICE TIMES—all cancelled until further notice 

Shabbat—9:00 AM & 6:30 PM            
  Sunday—8:30 AM   

Monday—Thursday—7:00 AM & 6:30 PM       
Friday—7:00 AM & 6:30 PM     

                                       
Board of Directors: 

Elaine Farkas, President 
Paul Tesser, Executive Vice President 

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Marty Levy, Ritual Vice President 

Florence Schachter, Education Vice President 
Chris Brown, Membership Vice President 

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 
Lori Tesser, Treasurer 
Mimi Levy, Secretary 

 
Past Presidents 

Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth, Cyndee Levy, Kenneth Bohm 
 

Members at Large: 
Steve Bell 

Stanley Estrin 
Shelah Feldman 

Bill Gold 
Gary Golden 

Ari Levy 
Carol Max 
Justin Zeid 

 
 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  

would like to receive membership information, please contact  
Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion –  Vayakhel-Pekudei 
 

This week we end Sefer Shemot with a bang by reading the conjoined parshiot of Vayakhel and Pekudei from one Torah, 
followed by the special leining from a second Torah that announces the upcoming Rosh Chodesh Nissan.  Unfortunately, 
like that tree that falls in a forest without witnesses, this bang will not be heard and the beautiful pageantry will be unob-
served.  Jews throughout the world will be home-bound this Shabbos by government edicts proscribing gathering in public 
places.  Baruch HaShem, this edict is being respected and promoted by our Rabbis as a communal Pikuach Nefesh. 
 

It is ironic – but not a coincidence – that our parsha begins with Moshe gathering the entire nation of Yisrael together to con-
tinue the conversation that began on Sinai: 
"Moses then assembled the whole Israelite community and said to them: These are the things that the LORD has commanded 
you to do…" 
 

What lesson can we, who will be alone and isolated this Shabbos, learn from this verse about communal gathering?  I sug-
gest we look to Ḥayyim ben Moshe ibn Attar, the eighteenth-century mystic better known as the Or Ha-Ḥayyim.  He won-
dered why the Torah, ever frugal with her words, took the time to tell us that Moshe assembled the nation.  Surely he did 
so each time he addressed the nation!  What was different this time? 
 

"I suppose that seeing the people were afraid to face Moses after they had seen how his face emitted rays of light, he had to 
issue a call for a general assembly so that some people would not stay at home for fear of being blinded or burned by those 
rays." 
 

After Moshe experienced God’s Countenance directly, the Torah tells us that his face shined so brightly that he had to cover 
it with a veil. 
 

"And it came to pass when Moses descended from Mount Sinai, and the two tablets of the testimony were in Moses’ hand 
when he descended from the mountain and Moses did not know that the skin of his face had become radiant while He had 
spoken with him." 
 

"Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses and behold! the skin of his face had become radiant, and they were afraid to 
come near him." 
 

"When Moses had finished speaking with them, he placed a covering over his face." 
 

"Then the children of Israel would see Moses’ face, that the skin of Moses’ face had become radiant, and [then] Moses 
would replace the covering over his face until he would come [again] to speak with Him." 
 

The people were naturally afraid and thought it wise(r) to stay home.  Keep in mind that this occurred soon after Chet HaE-
gel, the Golden Calf debacle.  There had just been a national calamity; death and terror invaded the community.  People re-
treated to the privacy of their tents and invented social distancing.  The fears of the people were genuine and rational.   See-
ing Moshe (who, admittedly, had a bit of an anger management problem) lit up like fireworks on the Fourth of July did noth-
ing to calm their nerves. 
 

Moshe understood this; he appreciated their contagious fear.  He therefore coaxed them out by simply telling them that the 
time had come to resume their lives and to hear Torah.  Moshe summoned the entire people, assuring them that they were 
safe. 
 

The time will soon come when it will be safe for us, too, to leave our self-quarantines and return to work and school.  Nor-
mal shopping will resume and products unavailable now will once again fill the shelves.   On that day, our Rabbi will invite 
us back to shul to worship and celebrate, to see the light of Torah and to once again sing praises to HaShem, with the har-
mony of our friends and family and neighbors. 
 

As Moshe told Pharaoh: "With our youth and with our elders we will go, with our sons and with our daughters, with our 
flocks and with our cattle we will go, for it is a festival of the Lord to us.” 
 

When we do assemble, we should probably leave our flocks and cattle and dogs and cats at home.  Other than that, on that 
day, all who are able –man, woman and child  alike – must come we can still sing our tefilot and learn our Torah. 
 
And if anything, this experience must give us a glimpse into the fears that Bnai Yisrael had in the time of Torah, and 
throughout history, when public assembly and worship was so often a life-threatening endeavor. 

Shabbat shalom, 
Rabbi Jeffrey Miller 

Rabbi Jeffrey H. Miller, a practicing attorney, has served as a legal advisor to the Union for Traditional Judaism ad its rabbinical arm, 
Morasha.   



 
  Are you  temporarily out of a job due to Corona Virus? 

 
Does your business have temporary positions available to fill  

due to Corona Virus? 
 

Please email TempJobsForYidden@Gmail.com   
and indicate if you are 

seeking temporary employment or  
if you have positions available to fill.  

 
  Important: 
 
  * Indicate what city you are in 
 
  * Indicate if the job can be done remotely 
 
  * Indicate any other pertinent information  

  Hopefully we will be able to pair up job seekers with positions available and help out 
Acheinu Bnei Yisroel in this difficult time! 

All information will be treated with utmost sensitivity and confidentiality  

Visit Our Website: www.JblastEmails.com  

Sharing—in case it can help someone... 

The Blogs at The Times of Israel 3/19/2020 





If you are aware of any of our members who are homebound and/or vulnerable, please let Rabbi Gordon know.  Jewish 
Family Services is here to help them but we need to get their permission to refer them.  Thank you. 
 
Thank you to all who have been making phone calls, offering assistance and checking in with our member families during 
this difficult time! 

St. Louis County Department of Public Health's recommended preventative actions required to help slow the spread of COVID-19: 

 Those feeling ill should stay home to protect others in the community. 
 Washing your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 
 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning spray or wipe. 

 
People at higher risk include those: 

 Over 60 years of age 
 With underlying health conditions including include heart disease, lung disease, or diabetes 
 With weakened immune systems 
 Who are pregnant 
 
Information from the St. Louis County Executive & Department of Public Health 

As of March 18, 2020 the St. Louis County Department of Public Health (DPH) has: 

 Five positive cases. The confirmed case today is a 30-40 year old and it is travel related. The nature of the travel, whether do-

mestic or international, is still under investigation. 

 32 tests have returned negative results. 

 
As anticipated, the ability to provide reliable statistics pertaining to pending tests or tests sent for analysis has significantly dimin-
ished. This is an encouraging step as more people are being tested by more health care professionals; however, it has an adverse 
effect on the accuracy of the numbers. Additionally, the statistics provided are not reflective of the epidemic, rather they are reflec-
tive of the information now available. 

As of March 14th, all presumed positive tests will be considered confirmed positive. The Missouri State Laboratory will no longer 
require presumed positive tests be sent to the Centers for Disease Control for that additional level of confirmation. 

Social Distancing – Quarantine - Isolation 

Understanding the differences in social distancing, quarantine, and isolation is vital to the educating the public as we continue to 
face uncertainty. 

Social distancing should be used by those who are not sick when in public or at work. The goal of social distancing is to reduce 
face-to-face contact and reduce the spread of the disease. 

Quarantine should be used by people who may have been exposed but are not sick. The person could have the virus in their body 
even if they do not have symptoms. They need to stay away from others until they find out definitively. 

Isolation is used for people suspected or confirmed to have COVID-19. The goal of this is to keep the person from infecting oth-
ers. 

Residents experiencing symptoms of fever, cough, and difficulty breathing, should contact the St. Louis County Health Line 
at (314) 615-2660 with their concerns. Those who have reason to believe they have encountered a person infected with COVID-19 
should also utilize that number. 

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services hotline can be reached at (877) 435-8411. 

St. Louis County email address for unique needs of COVID-19 media inquiries is stlcorona@stlouisco.com. This is to be used 
for all COVID-19 requests that would otherwise be sent to the St. Louis County Department of Public Health, the St. Louis County 
Police Office of Emergency Management, or any of the personnel of those Departments. 

St. Louis County has created a website dedicated to the dissemination of information relating to COVID-19, www.stlcorona.com. 
Please visit that website or those belonging to the Center for Disease Control (CDC) or the World Health Organization (WHO) for 
the most current and reputable information available. 



 
PRAYER     

                                              
 

How manifold are Your works, God!  In wisdom You have made 
them all, the moon, the stars and all which You have established. 

 
What then are humans that You are mindful of us, 

and mortals that You think of us? 
 

Yet You have made us but little less than divine, 
and crowned us with glory and honor. 

 
You have allowed us to have dominion over the works of 

Your hands; and many things have You placed in our control. 
 

Granting us understanding and insight, showing us 
what is good and what is evil. 

 
You have given us intelligence that we might  

use our blessings wisely; 
 

You have given us a heart, and free will, that we might consider  
our ways and live according to Your will. 

 
We are mindful of all the great gifts which You, God,  

have bestowed upon us;  
May we use them wisely that they not be in vain. 

                                                                        (Unknown)  
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

 Many of us are more capable than some of us …  
but none of us is as capable as all of us. 

                                           Tom Wilson 


