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Shabbat Bulletin 
 

 
       September 26, 2020 א                                                   “ח תשרי תשפ     

 
Parashat Ha’azinu – האזינו 
Deuteronomy 32:1-52  

Stone p 1100            Hertz p 896         Etz Hayim p 1185   
 
     

Haftarah – Hosea 14:2-10 הושע 
                    Micah 7:18-20 מיכה 

                Joel 2:15*-27 יואל 
Stone – p 1204            Hertz – p 891          Etz Hayim p 1235 

                              (*Stone adds 2:11-14) 
 

Shabbat ends:  7:36 PM 
 
 
 
 

Yom HaKippurim 
Sunday, September 27—Candlelighting no later than 6:32 PM 

Kol Nidrei—6:15 PM SHARP 
 

Monday, September 28—Full Service 9:00 AM 
                                                                —Abridged Service 10:30 AM 

Full Schedule on page 4 
 



TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION 
Rabbi Seth D Gordon – Rabbi.Gordon@yahoo.com 

Rabbi Ephraim Zimand z”l, Emeritus  
Marian S. Gordon, Executive Director – tradcong@sbcglobal.net 

 
DAILY SERVICE TIMES—until further notice 

Sunday—8:30 AM   
Tuesday—6:30 PM 
Thursday—7:00 AM  
Shabbat—9:30 AM        

 
Board of Directors: 

Elaine Farkas, President 
Paul Tesser, Executive Vice President 

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Marty Levy, Ritual Vice President 

Florence Schachter, Education Vice President 
Chris Brown, Membership Vice President 

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 
Lori Tesser, Treasurer 
Mimi Levy, Secretary 

 
Past Presidents 

Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth, Cyndee Levy, Kenneth Bohm 
 

Members at Large: 
Steve Bell 

Stanley Estrin 
Shelah Feldman 

Bill Gold 
Gary Golden 

Ari Levy 
Carol Max 
Justin Zeid 

 
 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  

would like to receive membership information, please contact  
Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion –  Haazinu 
 
 The Shabbat that falls between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is called “Shabbat Shuva” – the Sabbath of Returning. The 
concept of “returning” may seem a little odd; to where are we “returning”? 

Rosh Hashanah begins the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah – commonly translated as the Ten Day of Repentance. In actuality, 
the word teshuvah means "return," but it is often mistranslated as "repentance." These Ten Days of Returning begin with 
Rosh Hashanah and end with Yom Kippur – the Day of Atonement, often referred to as the holiest day of the year. This is a 
very unique concept and an absolute kindness and gift from the Almighty. Teshuvah actually offers mankind the one thing 
no one really believes is possible to achieve: The ability to change the past. 

Yom Kippur is the anniversary of the day Moshe brought the second set of Ten Commandments down from Mount 
Sinai. This signified that the Almighty forgave the Jewish people for the transgression of the Golden Calf. This day was thus 
decreed to be a day of forgiveness for our mistakes. However, this refers to transgressions against the Almighty. Transgres-
sions against our fellow man require us to correct our mistakes and seek forgiveness. If one took from another person, it is 
not enough to experience regret and ask the Almighty for forgiveness; first, one must return what was taken and ask for for-
giveness from the person and then ask for forgiveness from the Almighty. God does not forgive a person for sins commit-
ted against another person unless the injured party offers forgiveness first. 

The actual process of teshuvah is made up of four parts. 1) Regret: We must recognize what we have done wrong and 
regret it. 2) Cessation: We must stop doing the transgression. 3) Confession and Restitution: We must verbally confess 
and ask the Almighty to forgive us. We must correct whatever damage that we can, including asking forgiveness from those 
whom we have hurt – and making restitution, if due. 4) Resolution: We must accept upon ourselves not to do it again in the 
future. 

A key component of the liturgy of The Ten Days of Repentance (Returning) and Yom Kippur is known as the 13 Divine 
Attributes of Mercy. The ancient source of this prayer is rather astonishing: The Almighty Himself taught it to Moses for him 
to teach it to the Jewish people as a way to seek forgiveness. ‘Any time that the Jewish people sin they should recite this 
prayer and I will forgive them.’” 

Generally, asking forgiveness from someone is very difficult. It requires an admission of wrongdoing or, at the very 
least, communicating that the intention wasn’t to harm. But the most daunting part, and usually the reason that people pro-
crastinate asking for forgiveness, is because of the uncertainty of how the injured party is going to react.  Will that injured 
person yell and scream at me? Or worse, will they try to use my admission of guilt as a way to take advantage of me in some 
way? The anxiety of these potential consequences usually prevent one from making the effort to mend fences. 

A different scenario: How would you feel if someone would come to you and let you know that the person you injured 
feels badly because this incident has created a rift in the relationship and that this person really just wants to talk and make 
up with you? Suddenly it becomes a lot easier to make that phone call. 

It is for this very reason that the Almighty took the extraordinary steps in demonstrating the path to forgiveness. The 
purpose of the “show and tell” demonstration was so that Moses would understand and convey to the Jewish people, that 
Hashem Himself is leading the path to His forgiveness. In other words, Hashem – who is the injured party – is willing to lead 
the congregation in prayer because more than anything He wants His children, the Jewish people, to return to Him. 

Hashem is communicating to Moshe that there should be no barriers to asking for forgiveness because Hashem Him-
self wants to fix the relationship. It is for this reason that a proper prayer of forgiveness will always be answered. God is, in 
essence, telling us that He is always waiting for us to come home to Him and asking us to return. 

On Yom Kippur afternoon we read the Book of Jonah (i.e. "Jonah and the Whale" – though it was some sort of a fish 
and not a whale). The essence of the story is the same theme that we saw above. God was concerned that the ancient city of 
Nineveh was steeped in sin and deserved annihilation. God therefore asked Jonah to go inform the city that they must im-
mediately repent or face the consequences.  

As a final point on the subject of Yom Kippur, after making a tremendous effort to seek forgiveness from those who 
we have injured, make restitution, and seek forgiveness from God, we must then ask ourselves the following question: 

"What can I do in the future to improve my relationship with the Almighty and my observance of His commandments? 
What affirmative steps can I take to build a better connection with the Almighty? How can I become a better person, 
spouse, parent, or child? What can I do to help my community and mankind?” 

Obviously, the answers to these questions are always going to be a work in progress. But that is the true beauty of our 
lives; the ability to become more and strive for ever greater heights. Wishing my readers all over the world a most meaning-
ful fast and Yom Kippur experience, and a Gmar Chatima Tova. 

Rabbi Yitzchak Zweig 
This is a condensed version.  For full version see: 

https://www.aish.com/tp/ss/ssw/Haazinu-5781-Atonement--To-Be-One-With.html?s=authorart 
 









 

PRAYER 
 

Eternal Parent of our soul, let our first thoughts today be of You, let our 
first impulse be to worship You, let our first speech be Your name, let our 
first action be to approach you in prayer. 
 
  For Your perfect wisdom and perfect goodness: 
  For the love with which You love humankind: 
  For the love with which You love us: 
  For the great and mysterious opportunity of our lives. 
  For the indwelling of Your Spirit in our hearts: 
  We praise and worship God. 
 
Yet let us not, when this morning’s prayers are said, think our worship 
ends.  Rather from these moments of quietness let light go forth, and joy, 
and power, that will remain with us through all the hours of each day. 
 
  Keeping us chaste in thought: 
  Keeping us temperate and truthful in speech: 
  Keeping us faithful and diligent in our work: 
  Keeping us humble in our estimation of ourselves: 
  Keeping us honorable and generous in our dealings with others: 
  Keeping us loyal to every hallowed memory of the past: 
  Keeping us mindful of our eternal destiny as Your children. 
 
O God, who has been the refuge of our ancestors through many gen-
erations, be our refuge today in every time and circumstance of need.  
Be our guide through all that is dark and doubtful.  Be our guard against 
all that threatens our sprit’s welfare.  Be our strength in time of testing.  
Gladden our heart with your peace. 
        John Baillie - (Adapted) 

 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

History has to be rewritten in every generation, because although the 
past does not change, the present does; each generation asks new 
questions of the past, and finds new areas of sympathy as it relives differ-
ent aspects of the experiences of its predecessors. 

       Christopher Hill 


