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Shmini Atzeret 
Deuteronomy14:22-16:17 – p 1143; Stone p 1012; Hertz p 810; Etz Hayim p 1074 
Maftir: Numbers 29:35-30:1 - p 1160; Stone p 896; Hertz p 698; Etz Hayim p 936 
Haftarah: I Kings 8:54-66 – p 1160; Stone p 1245; Hertz p 982; Etz Hayim p 1263 

  
Simchat Torah 

Deuteronomy 33:1-26 – p 1161; Stone p 1112; Hertz p 909; Etz Hayim p 1202 
  

Chattan Torah: 
Deuteronomy 33:27-34:12 - p 1163; Stone p 1120; Hertz p 914; Etz Hayim p 1209 

  
Chattan Bereishit: 

Genesis 1:1-2:3 – p 1164; Stone p 2; Hertz p 2; Etz Hayim p 3 
Maftir: Numbers 29:35-30:1 - p 1160; Stone p 896; Hertz p 698; Etz Hayim p 936 
Haftarah: Joshua 1:1-18 – p 1166; Stone p 1246; Hertz p 984; Etz Hayim 1267 

  
 
 
 

Yom Tov ends – 7:12 PM 
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DAILY SERVICE TIMES—until further notice 

Sunday—8:30 AM   
Tuesday—6:30 PM 
Thursday—7:00 AM  
Shabbat—9:30 AM        

 
Board of Directors: 

Elaine Farkas, President 
Paul Tesser, Executive Vice President 

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Marty Levy, Ritual Vice President 

Florence Schachter, Education Vice President 
Chris Brown, Membership Vice President 

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 
Lori Tesser, Treasurer 
Mimi Levy, Secretary 

 
Past Presidents 

Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth, Cyndee Levy, Kenneth Bohm 
 

Members at Large: 
Steve Bell 

Stanley Estrin 
Shelah Feldman 

Bill Gold 
Gary Golden 

Ari Levy 
Carol Max 
Justin Zeid 

 
 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  

would like to receive membership information, please contact  
Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion –   V'Zot haB'rachah 
 
And this is the blessing, which Moshe, the man of Gd, blessed the people of Israel before his death (33:1) 
…the man of Gd.  Go and learn how powerfully our Sages, of blessed memory, expounded this phrase (Tanchuma §2), to the 
point where they asserted that it is along the lines of that which it says (Ruth 1:3), …the man of Naomi [i.e. Naomi's hus-
band]: the intent is that Moshe would decree and Hashem would carry it out [like a wife who carries out her husband's in-
structions]… 
…[the blessing was given] before his death – because although Moshe's worth was great, his spirit and strength were en-
hanced when the time had arrived for him to be gathered unto his people.  [In his commentary to Bereshit 47:9, Or haChaim 
explained that a person's soul is composed of a certain number of parts, which equal the number of days of his life.  Every 
day, one part of his soul rises to Heaven, and its spiritual state depends on the person's actions and accomplishments on that 
day.  As the person's life draws to a close and he is about to give a reckoning for his actions in this world, all the parts of his 
soul draw near to him.  – Artscroll comment on this passage.]… 
The verse can be explained in light of that which [the Sages], of blessed memory, have said (Arachin 17a), "If the Holy One, 
blessed is He, were to come and sit in strict judgment over Avraham, Yitzchak and Ya'akov, they could not withstand it."  
You thus learn that whatever the righteous achieve with their deeds and their efforts in this world, it is only sufficient to pre-
vail as a result of Hashem's mercy, but not by strict judgment. … Here, though, the Torah informs us that this righteous per-
son (Moshe) put forth immense effort and accomplished good even by the yardstick of the aspect of Strict Judgment, which is 
alluded to in the Name Elokim [RAR: translated here as "Gd," but connoting Gd's aspect of judgment].  Thus it says, the 
man of Elokim: If Hashem were to come and subject Moshe to strict judgment he would be able to withstand it, since he had 
marvelously performed what is good and what is upright. 
 As we prepare to bid Moshe Rabbeinu farewell, Gd, through the words of Torah, gives us a hint of his greatness.  As 
far as I know, Moshe is the only person in Jewish tradition who is called ish haElokim / the man of Gd.  To the extent possi-
ble for a human being, his individuality was identified with Gd; when he spoke it was almost as if Gd were speaking through 
him, and when he acted, he carried out Gd's Will as perfectly as a human is capable of doing. 
    Gd, as we know, is universal, unbounded by space or time, transcendental to the world yet the basis of all the activity 
of the world.  What does it mean to be totally identified with Gd?  When the mind settles down and becomes less and less 
active, it expands.  When the mind is completely settled and inactive, it expands to infinity – since there are no boundaries of 
thought or perception in such a state, there can be no question of time, space, objects or change.  Our consciousness is alone, 
awake inside itself, beyond individuality.  Repeated experience of this silent state of awareness stabilizes it so that it is not 
lost when our individual self is engaged in activity.  We come to identify ourselves with this transcendental, universal level 
of consciousness, and, as it were, watch our individual self acting from this detached platform. 
    As we continue to progress, our perception becomes more and more refined, until we begin to see the same universal-
ity that we identify with inside our own self, to be at the basis of every object of perception.  Eventually, this silent, universal 
basis of our life is known and perceived to be the all-permeating basis of all creation.  Our perception of wholeness domi-
nates, both internally, in our own mind and consciousness, and externally, in our perception.  I think this is as close to identi-
fication with Gd that any mortal can achieve, since we still have an individual body, mind and personality that still has to 
interact with creation.  Our spiritual aspect, if you will, cleaves to Gd, and guides every aspect of our individual, material 
existence, but that individuality is not swallowed up completely in our universal vision.  A candle may not give much light 
compared to the noonday sun, but it is still there. 
    Now we can understand something of Moshe's stature.  Since his awareness and perception were grounded in the basis 
of all creation, he was able to command, with thought (prayer?) or speech and nature would respond.  It was as if the vibra-
tions of his awareness, his thoughts, created resonances with the vibratory qualities of whatever it was that he wanted to in-
fluence, and shifted nature in the direction he wanted it to go.  In terms of more traditional thought, Moshe's will was so at-
tuned to Gd's Will, that he "commanded" and Gd carried it out.  Further, since all of Moshe's thoughts are projected from the 
basis of all creation, they must be in tune with all the laws of nature that structure creation – in other words, they support life 
in its progressive aspect.  Or, since Moshe's will and Gd's Will are indistinguishable, it is impossible for Moshe to contra-
vene Gd's Will, and therefore he can stand up to the scrutiny of the attribute of Strict Justice. 
    I would like to conclude with a personal observation.  The body, the material world, is like a crust over the inner, 
spiritual kernel of life, and blocks the light of the spirit from shining through.  When my friend Marie was "saying goodbye 
to her body" it was as if that crust was getting thinner and thinner and her light was therefore getting brighter and brighter.  It 
was quite palpable, almost startling.  In Moshe's case, even on his 120th birthday his body was strong, yet nevertheless, as his 
death approached, his spirit shone ever stronger and stronger, until at last, his task completed, he left his individuality behind 
and merged totally into his Gd. 

Chazak, Chazak v'Nitchazeik! 
Chag Same'ach to all,  and Shabbat Shalom!   

Rafi Rabinoff 





 





 

 
PRAYER 

 
 
Everything is Light  
Its mysterious ways  
Pings, shards, breaking apart 
forming new networks 
Luminous, beautifully textured, sacred 
 
Ohr Ain sof Baruch Hu, The Blessed Unending Light 
Streams from above, sides, and below 
A widening pool of light 
Its spirit, imagination, and awe 
Lifts us above our everyday existence 
To set the Lord always before me (Psalms 16:8) 

 
        Steven Puro 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

 Hashem propels life through diffracting light and creating a dazzling dis-
play of colors. 

 

        Steven Puro 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


