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 Parashat No’ach - Genesis 6:9-11:32 נח 
Stone – p 30      Hertz – p 26        Etz Hayim – p 41   

              
 

Haftarah – Isaiah 54:1-55:5 ישעיה 
Stone – p 1131         Hertz – p 41          Etz Hayim  –  p 65 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Shabbat ends – 6:53 PM 
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DAILY SERVICE TIMES—until further notice 

Sunday—8:30 AM   
Tuesday—6:30 PM 
Thursday—7:00 AM  
Shabbat—9:30 AM        

 
Board of Directors: 

Elaine Farkas, President 
Paul Tesser, Executive Vice President 

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President 
Marty Levy, Ritual Vice President 

Florence Schachter, Education Vice President 
Chris Brown, Membership Vice President 

Steven Puro, Administration Vice President 
Steve Roufa, Building & Grounds Vice President 

Dina Rinder, Youth Vice President 
Lori Tesser, Treasurer 
Mimi Levy, Secretary 

 
Past Presidents 

Jerry Chervitz, Alan Rosenberg, Phil Brick, Boaz Roth, Cyndee Levy, Kenneth Bohm 
 

Members at Large: 
Steve Bell 

Stanley Estrin 
Shelah Feldman 

Bill Gold 
Gary Golden 

Ari Levy 
Carol Max 
Justin Zeid 

 
 Traditional Congregation welcomes new members.  If someone you know  

would like to receive membership information, please contact  
Chris Brown, Membership VP, at 636-288-5356 



On This Week’s Torah Portion –   Noach 

 “This is the lineage of Noah, Noah, a righteous man, he was perfect in his genera-
tion. Noah walked with God. (Gen 6:9, Trans. my own).” The Bible describes Noah as 
“perfect in his generation.” The Biblical commentator Rashi (based on Babylonian Talmud 
108a) reports that these words could be taken either as high praise for Noah, or as a limi-
tation of Noah’s praise. As we are told, Noah’s generation was not a good generation. 
The verse says “the earth was filled with lawlessness” (Gen. 6:11, trans. JPS). So, when we 
are told Noah was “perfect in his generation,” these words could be further praise of 
Noah, saying that since Noah was perfect in his generation, had Noah existed in any 
other generation, he would have been an even greater tsadik (righteous person). On the 
other hand, these words could be read as a limitation of Noah’s praise – meaning that al-
though he was perfect for his generation, had Noah lived in another age, say the genera-
tion of Abraham, he would not have amounted to much of anything. 
 What does the Torah mean when it says that Noah was perfect in his generation? Is 
the mention of Noah’s generation a limitation of Noah’s greatness, or an amplification? 
The text, as we often like to say, lends itself to multiple interpretations. In turn, these in-
terpretations teach us two different, but related lessons. Noah lived in a generation of 
evil. Noah was able to avoid the pitfalls of the behavior around him. Noah saw a world of 
immorality around him, a world of violence, robbery, and all forms of evil. Noah could 
have succumbed. Instead, he became a true tsadik, and the savior of the world and hu-
manity. And it is the fact that Noah excelled despite the obstacles that earns him the 
praise of being “a perfect righteous person.” If “perfect in his generation” means that 
Noah would have been a better person in another generation, then the fact that Noah is 
called “perfect” reminds us that all we can ever ask of ourselves is to be as good as we 
can be, given our own situation. If, on the other hand, “perfect in his generation” means 
that Noah, in that age of evil, rose above it all, to achieve absolute perfection, we are 
taught to not let society (or anything else, for that matter) become too quick an excuse 
for our own shortcomings. 
 What are the things that we use as an excuse to limit our own achievement? Are we 
too busy? Too old? Too young? Not educated enough? Not rich enough? Certainly, we all 
have our limits. But we also have untold potential. This is the wisdom of that old TV com-
mercial for the US Army: “Be all that you can be.” There, the Army is saying it straight out: 
When you come to the Army, we don’t ask you to be General McArthur. It doesn’t matter 
if you end up with stars on your sleeves. Just be all that you can be. There may be things 
that prevent us from doing everything we would like to do. But no power on heaven or 
earth can prevent us from being all that we can be. May we all follow the path of Noah by 
demanding of ourselves that we achieve all of which we are capable. 

Shabbat Shalom, 
Rabbi Noah Gradofsky 

Rabbi Gradofsky is a rabbi and a practicing attorney. 





Register here 
https://mirowitz.org/admissions/open-houses/ 

Veterans Day Ceremony 
 
Post 644 of the Jewish War 
Veterans will observe Veter-
ans Day with a ceremony at 
the flag pole in front of the 
Jewish Federation Building, 
12 Millstone Campus Drive. 
 
The ceremony will take 
place on Wednesday, No-
vember 11, 2020 at 11:00 
AM, rain or shine.  Face 
Masks and Social distancing 
will be observed. 

Thursday, November 19       7:00 PM 
 

Join us on Zoom to hear highlights of the past year (yes, there were 
some!!) and to vote for our slate of officers. 

 

Zoom link will be sent out prior to the meeting. 



Kabbalat Shabbat on 
10/23:  5:15 PM 



 

PRAYER 
For our children and our children’s children, 

For our neighbors and their children, 
 

For the trees and forests gracing our planet, 
and for all of the earth’s creatures, 

let us choose life, that we and our descendents may live. 
 

Let us walk more and drive less. 
Let us recycle more and waste less. 

Let us conserve more and destroy less. 
 

Let us dedicate more energy to cultivating our own 
communities, more time advocating for ecological 

sustainability and justice, and more attention to nourishing our own souls. 
 

May we find the courage to slow our lives so that we 
may cherish the simple pleasures in life: 

 
Sharing Shabbat with our family, taking a walk in the 
woods, planting a garden; reaching out to those in 

need; meditating upon the goodness of life. 
 

May each and every moment become an opportunity for 
holiness as we seek to cleave to the Holy One and bring our 

lives into harmony with the great Tree-of-Life. 
 

Today we chose life 
That we and our descendants may live. 

                                                Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life                  
            (COEJL) 

      
 

 THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord G-D made them all. 

                                                                        Cecil Frances Alexander  


